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Preserving and protecting the lands and waters of the Wood-Pawcatuck watershed for 
our natural and human communities since 1983
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Kassi Donnelly; Program Director 
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It has been wonderful to see the WPWA campus buzzing with activity this spring. 
After a cold and snowy winter, there is something truly energizing about watching our 
community return to the lands and waters of the watershed enjoying time fishing, paddling, 
hiking, bird watching, and everything in between. As we embrace this new season of recreation 
and exploration, I find myself reflecting on a few things that make this community so special.

First, take a moment to appreciate the people and places that make all of this possible. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to the long line of dedicated individuals who introduced us to the 
outdoors and that have laid the groundwork to protect the public places that we get to enjoy. 
Countless hours have been spent in meetings, in the field, and in developing the policies and 
protections that preserve access to the waters and public lands we treasure. It is because of their 
tireless commitment that we are able to enjoy these places, and that legacy deserves our respect 
and recognition.

Second, share these experiences with the people around you. Growing our community 
of like-minded outdoor enthusiasts is one of the most meaningful things we can do to ensure the 
next generation continues to protect the watershed and access that have always been at the 
forefront of WPWA's mission. Sometimes all it takes is one paddle down the river or a morning of 
birding in the watershed to spark a lifelong passion for the natural world. Bring someone along, 
you may change their life.

The Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association's Executive Director Chris Fox, Program 
Director Kassi Donnelly, our Board of Directors, and our incredible team of devoted volunteers 
have once again delivered an outstanding year of conservation projects and engaging programs. 
Together with our partners across federal, state, and local government, and alongside our fellow 
non-profit conservation organizations, this community continues to do remarkable work. I 
encourage you to take a moment to read about the exciting projects and programs from the past 
year, and what we are looking forward to in 2026.

Finally, to our members, thank you. You are the heart of this organization, and your 
continued support makes everything we do possible. We are so excited to celebrate with you at 
our upcoming Annual Meeting and Free Paddling Day on May 30th at the WPWA campus. This 
family-friendly gathering will feature food, music, educational programs, giveaways, and of 
course, paddling adventures on the river. We hope to see you there.

We look forward to continuing our shared journey in protecting the Wood-Pawcatuck 
Watershed.

With Gratitude,

Brett Still, PhD

URI Director of the Master of 

Environmental Science and 

Management Program

From the WPWA Board President 

Brett & Sunny



From the Executive Director
As a child I couldn’t wait to be 18 so I could make all my own decisions. 18 

years can feel like forever when you are a youngster.   As an adult, 18 years can 
pass too fast, especially if you are a parent.  This March, as I turned 52, I was 
shocked to realize that I had completed my 18th full year as your executive director.  
It is quite impressive to reflect on all we have accomplished together in those 18 
years.  You, our members, have my sincerest gratitude for enabling and trusting me 
to steer your WPWA ship through many stormy waters throughout those years.  

2025 was no less stormy for absolutely everyone I interact with in the environmental and conservation 
world.  With the new administration taking office in January, all my federal partners were petrified that their 
careers might be over.  And many actually did come to a disappointing end.  Many of my non-profit cohorts 
watched the grants that enable them to do the valuable community work they do simply vanish overnight.   2025 
was one hell of a rollercoaster ride.  Rollercoasters tend to make me nauseas and I for one am glad this report 
finally puts an end to a year I would rather forget.

What I will not forget is the strength of our partnerships that kept WPWA afloat during 2025’s storm.  
Despite all the adversity, in 2025 alone WPWA was able to raise nearly $1,000,000 for river restoration and 
watershed education and protection.  How is that even possible?  YOU make it possible… with your donations 
and membership contributions combined with our partners help in finding sources of funding to implement all 
our collaborative plans.  Thank you!

Warm Regards,
Chris Fox

Left: Hillsdale Rd. 
Culvert on the Beaver 
River in Richmond, 
RI. 

Right: Hudson Pond 
Dam on the Kelley 
Brook in West 
Greenwich, RI.

We are all in this effort together because we care.  Imagine you live in a river and on your daily “commute” 
you’re faced with one of the insurmountable obstacles you see in these pictures.  WPWA worked hard in 2025 to 
engineer, design and permit the removal of both of these barriers.  Special thanks to the RI Nature Conservancy, 
RIDEM Fish & Wildlife, Narragansett Bay Estuary Program, the Town of Richmond and the Potter family for 
helping WPWA to restore aquatic organism passage at both these obstructions.  We hope to see them both 
removed in 2027.

What’s in store for 2026? Change is the universal constant in the natural world and I try to follow that lead 
in my role as your executive director.  For that reason, we recently created a riverside apartment for WPWA’s first 
ever Caretaker!  Welcome Katie Miranda to the WPWA family as she relocates from Louisiana to the Wood River 
this June.  Katie will begin her PhD studies at URI in September after spending many years researching Wood 
Ducks in the swamps of the south.  She is excited for this opportunity to be immersed in the watershed’s riverine 
wonders, literally right outside her door.



Financial Highlights 

Jan. 1, 2025 to Dec 31, 2025

The Financial Highlights table above shows our major sources and uses of cash. This does not include 
gains and losses in our investment accounts and non-cash items such as depreciation. 

The value of land and buildings is also not included.

For a more detailed financial presentation, see our 2025 IRS Form 990 available on our WPWA.org website. 

WPWA wrapped up 2025 with a slight deficit of just over $3,400.

*donations & membership revenue increased mainly due to an increase in membership pricing, but also due to 
larger than anticipated gifts and donations made during our annual appeal.

2025 was a tough year for federal grants as many folks may be aware. Delays in project 
start dates and delivery of funding led to our overall grant revenue for the year being much 
lower than anticipated. We are optimistic that 2026 will be a bit less of a shock to the system and 
that these funding sources will become a bit more predictable. Kassi has also been working 
hard to develop and lead programming and events that boost income and generate interest in 
the organization.

The Board spent a lot of time considering the budget for 2026, and due to the continued 
uncertainty of the times, opted to go conservative and anticipate an increase in revenue of 
~2.4%. New and increased sources of income are expected to come from our new caretaker 
residence and increased funding from the South County Tourism Council which will contribute 
to an uptick in programming revenue in 2026.

Despite the challenges posed in the past year, the organization continues to look forward 
to developing new programming and opportunities to better serve the watershed. 

Respectfully,
Kim Ohnemus, Treasurer

Revenue Expenditure

Membership & 
Donations*

$136,391 Payroll & Benefits $133,261

Grants $160,750 Grant Expenses $166,412

Investment Income $37,963 Facilities & 
Administration

$31,683

Program Revenue $14,941 Program Expenses $22.090

Total $350,045 Total $353,446



From the Program Director’s Waterfront Desk

In 2025 WPWA’s Recreation and 
Education Programs served over 500 
participants. Volunteers donated over 

400 hours! According to the 
Independent Sector, these hours have the 
cash equivalent of $15,552! Thank you 

WPWA Volunteers!!!!

Hats off to volunteers! WPWA Recreation Programs could not take place without the dedication of 
Kayak Safety Guides. These friends are prepared, patient and kind. Tasks range widely, such as launching 
participants into the water, fitting life jackets or even coaching young paddlers. "Getting in and out of your 
kayak is the hardest part," Program Director Kassi Donnelly often reminds adults. Kids step in, and simply 
need help holding the paddle correctly and being launched AWAY from the dam. "I am always impressed by 
my friends, the WPWA Kayak Safety Guides," continues Kassi, "after the first two straight-aways, the first-
time paddlers have learned enough skills to start out in the front of the group and even hold their position." 

In addition to our Kayak Safety Guides, other volunteers 
served as Fishing Instructors. Thanks to 20 individuals for 
dedicating their time to prepare for and teach a 2-day workshop 
on Fly Fishing. This Scouting America Merit Badge included fun, 
hands-on activities that required skilled instructors and materials 
from local angling organizations. Thanks to experts from Rhode 
Island Trout Unlimited, United Fly Tyers of RI, Fly-Fishers 
International, Rhody Fly Rodders and Wood River Fly Fishing 
Club.

WPWA Programs create a sense of well-being and connectedness, with guides, instructors, 
participants and the wonderful wildlife we encounter. Join us in 2026. Follow our Eventbrite 

webpage for updates on events.

Kassi keeps kids excited & engaged on 
all her educational programs.



“Hey Dr. Peter Paton, URI Professor 
Emeritus! What did you see while 
paddling the Wood River today?”

2 Wood Turtles
72 Eastern Painted Turtles

2 American Toads
1 Common Watersnake

9 Wood Duck
3 Spotted Sandpiper
2 Great Blue Heron

2 Bald Eagle
2 Red-shouldered Hawk

2 Belted Kingfisher
10 Tree Swallow

2 N. Rough-winged Swallow
5 Barn Swallow

2 Ovenbird
2 Black-and-white Warbler

8 Yellow Warbler
6 Pine Warbler

Summer 2025 : The Wood-Pawcatuck Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Stewardship Council 
sponsored Tomaquag Museum's 
Traditional Ecological Knowledge tours by 
boat! WPWA provided kayak gear, 
equipment, training and safety guides. 
Tomaqaug Museum staff provided 
inspiration. 

This Just In….The Wild and Scenic 
Council will sponsor four more paddles in 

the summer of 2026. Thank You!

Fall 2025: Kassi was delighted with the perseverance and 
enthusiasm of the Westerly High School environmental students. 
The students collected, sorted and identified bottom dwelling 
aquatic insects to infer water quality. They sampled both 
downstream of the WPWA Campus and upstream by kayak at the 
sandy areas of Frying Pan Pond. The air and water were chilly! 
However, the sampling paid off with rare and beautiful specimens. 

Spring 2025: WPWA was joined by the Audubon 
Society of RI for a Raptor Encounter, and by the Ocean 
State Bird Club to go birding by boat. URI graduating 
Natural Resources Science students have joined 
WPWA's birding kayak tour for many years, but this 
year the group was able to launch from Rt 165’s Wood 
River Canoe Access! 
What spring sights and sounds may you encounter on 

the upper Wood River?? 

Seasonal Highlights
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The WPWA Campus is located at 203 Arcadia Road, Hope Valley, RI 02832

11:00-11:45 AM — Business Meeting

1. Call to Order & Welcome – Brett Still
2. Executive Director Regrets – Brett Still
3. Treasurer’s Report – Kim Ohnemus
4. Program Director's Report – Kassi Donnelly
5. Election of Board Members/ Confirmation of Terms – Brett Still

Confirm Current Terms: 
Brett Still & David White - May 2028
Re-Elect & Assign Staggered Terms: 
Hector Barreras & Timothy Piacentini – May 2027
Kimberly Ohnemus – May 2029

DEPARTURES: Jon Waldstein & Andrew McNulty
6. Adjourn

11:45 AM - 12:30 PM— Bobcat and Human Land Use
Chris Hickling & Kathleen Carroll 

   

2026 Annual Meeting
May 30th, 2026

11:00AM -12:30PM 
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