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Browning Mill Pond Trail Project by Denise Poyer

nyone whoOs andck Bay Scoats flom -Troop 1ltown, agreed to take on the chal-

cadia Management AreaHope Valley cleared and markedenge. WPWA worked with

knows what a great family the trail and built bog bridges andRIDEM Forest Environment and
hike the Browning Mill Pond Trail small foot bridges. In order toFish and Wildlife Divisions to or-
is. Starting at the parking area ofthelp walkers stay on the trail andganize access to the project area.
Arcadia Road in Exeter, Rl at theout of the hatchery property, theBen figured out the materials
Browning Mill Pond Picnic Area, scout troop built a split rail fence needed, ordered them, arranged
this 2.3 mile trek circumnavigatesalong the boundary. Funding fordelivery to the worksite, and solic-
the entire pond. Traveling counterall these projects came from the Rited volunteers to help complete
clockwise, you first walk through Trail Advisory Committee (TAC). the project. Over the course of
the beach area, then cross several two weekends this past October
bog bridges over wetlands and ug 2012, 27 teens and adults replaced
named brooks, and even a f 300 yards of fencing. The Scouts
bridges over Roaring Brook. Thi; also completed some additional
trail skirts the Arcadia Warm W trail maintenance work that really
ter Hatchery on the west side ' spruced the traill up. WPWA
the pond before meanderi ' would like to thank Ben and the
through a lovely pine forest an@ ) Scouts for improving the safety
ending back at N E and beagty of Browning Mill Pond
a great place to walk any time g S g { frail.

the year. g ] a&% ;

Ea I;Scou;olut f ‘ | f you havenot d
[ eers from Troop : t
This - easyto-f 0 I'Tow tr HarlestowN\0BriStdyethdr to rebuild the © heck i t o Umm
always easy. Fifteen years ago thesplit rail fence at Browning Mill Pond. tN€ Watershedhiking guide, hike

trail was overgrown with bushes #7, Browning Mill Pond & Tefit
and clogged with blowdowns andSince then, WPWA has endeavHill Trails (www.wpwa.org/

debris. The bog bridges were deored to maintain the trail, alwaysshop.php). While on the trail we
caying and there was no bridgéJSing volunteers. This trail hashope you appreciate all the volun-
over Roaring Brook below the spawned a number of Scout projecteer hours that went into making
dam on the west side of the pond(_)pportunities over the years. Mosthis trail safe and enjoyable!

At the urging of longtime volun- recently, WPWA and the Scou St Ssaiet S 7= s
teers, Charlie Hickox and Elly partnered to replace the split r&s
Heyder, WPWA decided to adoptfence. Weather had beaten it do\...*

this trail. Work began in 1998 onover the last decade, and it had
a number of projects to make thecome an eye sore as well as a
trail not only passable, but safetential hazard. A TAC grant aga
and enjoyable. WPWA staff andProvided funding for all the mat
volunteers built the westide rals and rental of a post hole d
bridge and the following year stu-9€r- Ben Nadeau, an Eagle ScESies
dents from Chariho High Schoolcandidate from Troop 1 Charleffig
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From the Executive Director THE WATERSHED GREEN CORNER

Thank you all for your annual co These articles are brought to you by RI NEMO- Produced by URI Cooperative Ex-
tension for Rl Stormwater Solutions, a project funded by the Rl Department of Trans-
}gortation, in partnership with the Rl Department of Environmental Management and R
2013. These are tough economigunicipalities. This article has been formatted by WPWA to fit this space.

times for us all and we are working his a”iPlgprose gleaner is our favor-

=
|l tds Not Too Late
hard to stretch every WPWA dol: lte" Just mix and add it to a spray bot-

Resolution That Will Keep You

tributions in late 2012 and earl

lar. Without your generous givinge, o r \Waters Healthier! tle:
we would not be able to accolby Lisa DeProspo Philo and Lorraine _
Joubert, Rhode Island NEMO %2 cup vinegar

plish all that we do each year. _
% cup baking soda

This v.vinter WPWA has bee.n UNBy February, you might have decideg gallon of water

dergoing a thoughtful and inter hat New Yearés resolutions arenot
sive strategic planning process thadu after all. Take heart! You hav@f course, it would be nearly impossi-
will further assist our efforts toanother chance starting now, and Wk to completely eliminate all toxic

protect the valuable natural réyave a resolution that is sure to suymroducts from your household. So if

sources of the watershe@&nhanciC € € d : donot p our you do have thbusehdkl cchiemicals ol
ing our fundraising capabilities i gbout toxic chemicals, .such as drqiispose of, please make an appoint-
top priority. You can help by e _aer oven cleaners, paint, and pament at the Ec@epot, a free dropff

, , . thinner, to name only a fewwWhen at the Rhode Island Resource Recovery
couraging friends and family to . . .
. bershioTh h these are poured down householdCor por ati onos faci
Join-our mgm ership.though ou drains, storm drains, toilets, or on Landfill in Johnston. Their contact
membership year run§ _from J fre ground, those chemicals end upnformation can be found online at:
to May, anyone who joins Deforg, nearby waters. www.rirrc.org/resident/household
June 2013 will enjoy a memb rli ot _ ; fhazardous,vaste/. For Connecticut
ship extension through May 2014. at etr t ;n trying t? tl;;ure O:t a Ss %sidents, go tevww.ct.gov/deep/cwp/
With the addition of Heather to ouf > © ISP0S€ Of Tose NOUSENQR, apoa=p71880=325448

.. | chemicals, try using nehazardous
team, we have an opportunity [to _

d th h products when you can. There agend as al ways, i f
expand the programst at we o %any brands available at major grfearning about additional tips to help
and we want your ideasWe are oy stores, although basic ingrediestsfeguard our waters, visit:
looking for creative ideas for newhat you already have in your pantwww.ristormwatersolutions.org
programs to offer, especially onesn be just as effective. Lemon juice,
that draw people to our ever evolwinegar, borax, soap, and baking sg %_e
ing campus.Email your ideas andcan be combined with hot water to cre- \

Why you believe they would t@te a Variety of cleaners. A QUiCk
successful tdnfo@wpwa.org If |1 Nt ernet search an
éecipes() wi || ge g |s

we select your idea, you will win
$50 gift certificate toward any ¢
our programs or merchandis@ift | yoy just might find that these non [A TALE OF Gomic Horror
certificates make a great gift too!| toxic cleaners are not only easier o A

local waters, but are also easier onThank yoibon Bousquefor your cartoon donation!

)]ety of possibilities.

Thank You For ot
Your Support, /) your wallet!
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The Polly Coon Bridgeby Harvey Buford, island stones into the river, partly damming the river.
DEM pulled many of these submerged stones from the

Hopkinton Conservation Commission . .
. . . . . esterly side and hauled them away. The Hopkinton
Before spring arrives, the first pedestrian bridge ondfag, is jess accessible by vehicle and the stone block-

\é\(OOd'PhaWiatUCk FF;I“_II_erS.I X\Vé”.crosé the _Pawcc:;atug e on that side remained until recently. Hopkinton
ver, thanks to a R Trail Advisory Committee Grapt, \y 1p,st retrieved these stones, restored the abut-

The new bridge, which is a joint project of the Horﬂ'ent and rearmored its sides for functional, cultural

kinton and Wgsterly Land Trusts, wil connect the R4 aesthetic reasons before the new bridge work.
towns at the site of the former Polly Coon Bridge.

While on site, the contractor stood up one of the nu-

d |

" : shoulder. Commolj Granite will inscripe, this
Land Trustos Grills .Sa%g%%iﬁfhézoloﬂﬂo ele\?ﬁt}'on.' P
tween the bluff and the Pawcatuck River. This was the
home of Polly Burdick andAPatty Co_on in the 1849?1886, The Great Freshet (flogd) began with a heavy
Somehow, one6s first namgcafdol iErabl e N a
were combined to identify the surrounding area i jays of warm, torrential rain. All the rain and
nearby bridge connecting to Westerly. Maps fr_ Iting snow fed right to the rivers. Hopkinton lost
1854 and 1868 detail a road using Polly Coon Bri ly Coon Bridge and ten others.
to connect Chase Hill Road and Burdick Farm in Hop- .
kinton with the Stonington Rail Road.... S continued on p. 7
and beyond in Westerly. B’ K R, S ) iy £
| first came upon the remains of Po = b e I
Coon Bridge, the stone abutme#
and the center island, while canoef’.
downstream from Bradford.  Ju St
downstream, protected from the s ;mﬁ 4
current by the Hopkinton abutmejzs
was a promising place to land. Wi
out knowing where | was, | climbsg
up that old driftway and soon spot
piles of junk cars. | was behind a
cal landmark, Perry Motors.
Back when Perry Motors was s jl’
operating, vandals stole car jacks (e LAt
jacked the upper abutment and ce Cotltractor restoring the Hopkinton abutment of the bridge prior to installation of the
new pedestrian bridge. (Photo courtesy of H. Buford.)
PRk vl haonb it utasosis Al Vi bvdsedibuibosbustel Aot lelddestcus SRS -
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= WPWA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION =
e
Name(s) Phone & Email
Address
PLEASE SELECT YOUR LEVEL OF GIVING
I $35 Individual I $50 Family I $75 Contributor I afibt 00| Sup

In addition to my dues, | am enclosing an extra, tax deductible, contribution of $ to remain anonymous?

Please Make Checks Payable To: WPW# Circle Credit Card Type: Master Card / Visa / Discover

p. CSE
|b Like us ON

Please Mail Completed Form toWPWA, 203 Arcadia Road, Hope Valley, RI, 02832 JOIN & RENEW ONLINE! www.wpwa.org/support.php

CC# Ex

Signature of Cardholder
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Putting Rhode | sl andds Ecol ogi cal Communi

by:
Paul JordanGIS Services Division,
RI Department of Environmental Management

Charles LaBashThe Environmental Data Center, Creating a detailed ecological communities GIS data-

University of Rhode Island set is far more complex than appears on the surface.
Peter AugustDepartment of Natural Resources Science, Many pieces must come together: detailed multiband
University of Rhode Island & WPWA Board Member imagery from which habitats can be mapped; a no-

Rhode Island has the most comprehensive and de@%raclature tha_t can be used to identify "’!“d name dif-
. : erent community types; forest canopy height informa-
Geographic Information System (GIS) database of gh . ) .
. =~ -_lion to discern forest stature; and finally, remote sens-
state in the country. This is a result of a long histor i : '

: N Flassmcatlon procedures to consolidate data, iden-
of cooperation among state and federal agencies Iﬁfry ﬁommunity types, and check the accuracy of the
to create and maintain an open, shared database fﬁng\ results. In this article we provide an update of
to use. Our small size helps too!

where we are in the process.

One of the cornerstone datasets in the RIGIS library is

statewide land use. We have three generations offahdt Takes a Vi ll ageo to pl
use data, the first was developed from 1988 adhii®. Scores of individuals and many institutions have
photography, the second from 1995 imagery, andogiéaborated on the endeavor. Major funding has
most recent from 2003004 color orthophotographyzome from the DEM Division of Fish & Wildlife, the
The various versions of the land use data have sérle@ivision of Planning, the RI Conservation Stew-
natural resource managers and planners very well akdghip Collaborative, the Rl Department of Transpor-
the decades. However, ecologists have longedtagéen, the US Department of Agriculture, URI Coastal
moaned the fact that our rich and diverse natural ctstitute, and the US Geological Survey. Scientists
munities are generalized into a small number of vieseyn DEM, URI, US Fish and Wildlife Service, the RI
broad classe$ brushland, deciduous forest, conifd¥atural History Survey, and The Nature Conservancy
ous forest, and mixed forest. This shortcomingh&ve spent thousands of hours working on various as-
about to end, a new Ecological Communities dataspegis of the ambitious project. The pieces of the pro-
under development. ject puzzle are many.

New ImageryUnder the leader-
ship of the DEM Divisions of

Fish & Wildlife and Planning &

Development, brand new -4
band digital orthophotography
was obtained in the spring of
2011. The detailed imagery (6
inch pixel size) shows true color
and color infrared views of our
landscape. The infrared im-
agery is very helpful in discern-
ing vegetation types. These
data will be the basis of the
natural communities GIS data-
set. They are available for
download off the RIGIS web
site

(www.edc.uri.edu/rigis

2011 LiDAR elevation data for downtown Providence, RI. Image courtesy of RIGIS.


http://www.edc.uri.edu/rigis

