
 A Newsletter of the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association 
WATERSHED  

Volume 25   No. 2 SPRING 2008 

 
 

I  have had the pleasure to 
work with Lori for many 
years and consider her a re-

spected colleage and personal 
friend.  During her years as Ex-
ecutive Director of WPWA, Lori 
has been a strong and effective 
voice for the rivers and water-
shed that we all love.  But she 
has also contributed her talents 
to regional and statewide pro-
jects and is respected throughout 
the state as a leading watershed 
activist, a regional leader in wa-
tershed management, and a 
leader in promoting regional 
government. 
     Lori likes to remind us that 
the Wood-Pawcautuck water-
shed has a strong hold on her 
and that she has twice served as 
WPWA’s Executive Director.  In 
1992, when she first came to the 
organization, WPWA was a 
small watershed organization 
with about 300 members.  Under 
her leadership, WPWA has 
grown into strong organization 
with about 1,000 members, 
known throughout the state and 
region for its programs, research, 
and advocacy.  WPWA has a glo-
rious campus on the banks of the 

Wood River, where staff and 
visitors can watch heron, otters, 
and other wildlife and can take a 
lunch time paddle to relax and 
unwind.  WPWA’s board in-
cludes experts from Rhode Is-
land’s universities, government, 
and business who oversee tal-

ented staff that lead 
scientific studies of 
water quality and 
fisheries, provide 
extensive recrea-
tional programs in-
cluding boating, 
fishing and hiking, 
and coordinate ri-
parian habitat and 

fisheries restoration projects. 
     Throughout her years at 
WPWA, Lori has had a pano-
ramic vision for watershed man-
agement statewide and she has 
promoted WPWA as a model for 
other organizations to follow.  
WPWA was the first watershed 
organization in Rhode Island to 
receive designation by the RI 
Rivers Council as a state recog-
nized watershed council.  Lori 
has mentored other watershed 
organizations, helping them un-
derstand the obligations and op-
portunities presented by grass-
roots watershed management. 

Lori and WPWA have also 
helped other watershed groups 
and land trusts by contributing 
time and expertise to a collabora-
tive learning network that is de-
veloping and testing administra-
tive support structures for small 
non-profit conservation organi-
zations.   
     Lori’s work for WPWA would 
have kept any other person more 
than busy, but in November 
2000, Lori was elected for a two 
year term on the Westerly Town 
Council.  During her tenure, she 
served as Westerly’s representa-
tive to the newly formed Wash-
ington County Regional Plan-
ning Council (WCRPC).  I was 
also working with the WCRPC 
through my job at the URI 
Coastal Resources Center, and 
was constantly impressed with 
the energy, vision, and leader-
ship that Lori brought to the 
Council’s work. 
     For Earth Day, 2008, the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in 
Boston recognized Lori for her 
many accomplishments, giving 
her a Lifetime Achievement En-
vironmental Merit Award.   I had 
the pleasure of introducing her 
and told the group that Lori  
(Continued on page 7) 
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From the Executive Director 
 
     It was an honor to be selected 
by the WPWA Board of Directors 
as the new Executive Director of 
this outstanding watershed coun-
cil.  Upon taking over the reins 
from former director Lori Urso, I 
quickly learned I had large shoes 
to fill.  WPWA is an ever evolv-
ing and growing grass roots wa-
tershed association charged with 
a multitude of missions.  Most of 
which were shaped by Ms. Urso 
in an effort to protect and pre-
serve the pristine lands and wa-
ters that comprise the Wood-
Pawcatuck Watershed.  As the 
new director I hope to maintain 
and eventually build upon the 
broad range of initiatives the as-
sociation is engaged in.  Eventu-
ally I hope to implement new 
and innovative programs that 
further engage the watershed’s 
youth with the goal of cultivating 
the next generation of land and 
water stewards in Rhode Island.  
Over the coming months WPWA 
will acquire a new cargo van and 
trailer to better serve our many 
kayak and canoe programs.  I am 
particularly looking forward to 
redesigning our website.  This 
new and interactive website is 
expected to further increase 
WPWA’s ability to bring valu-
able information to its constitu-
ency and increase the efficiency 
of our organization.  I look for-
ward to meeting you all over the 
coming months and humbly 
serving as your new leader in 
watershed protection.    
 

 

Vernal Pool Inventory and As-
sessment in the Wood-
Pawcatuck Watershed 

 
     For many 
of us, spring 
is heralded 
b y  t h e 
sound of 

w o o d 
frogs and 
s p r i n g 

peepers calling to mates from 
vernal pools throughout the 
woods.  Vernal pools are impor-
tant, somewhat enigmatic, breed-
ing habitats for many amphibi-
ans and invertebrates.  Vernal 
pools are small basins, usually 
less than 1 acre in size, and tend 
to dry up during the summer 
months.  This dry period gener-
ally eliminates the possibility of 
fish presence within the pools 
and greatly reduces predation 
upon the amphibian eggs and 
tadpoles.  Certain amphibians, 
such as the wood frog and spot-
ted salamander, can only success-
fully breed in vernal pools. This 
spring over 80 WPWA volun-
teers, ranging in age from 7 to 70, 
ventured into the woods to locate 
and assess vernal pools through-
out the Wood-Pawcatuck water-
shed. 
     Several years ago, The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) initiated a 
project that sought to identify, 
through the use of aerial survey 
maps, potential vernal pools in 
the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.  
That project identified over 1,400 
possible vernal pools, of which 
only about 300 had already been 
assessed during various studies 
conducted by the University of 

Rhode Island and RI Department 
of Environmental Management 
(RIDEM).  RIDEM, in conjunction 
with the New England Interstate 
Water Pollution Control Com-
mission (NEIWPCC), decided to 
assess, or “field check”, as many 
pools as possible.  An estimated 
500 pools were located within 
protected lands leaving over 600 
pools residing on private unpro-
tected land.  The latter group was 
deemed to be high priorities for 
assessment due to their unpro-
tected locations.  A lack of avail-
able staff researchers within 
RIDEM prompted WPWA to de-
velop a volunteer program to 
help accomplish their goal. 
     While only two training ses-
sions were initially planned, the 
response to volunteer recruit-
ment was so tremendous that a 
third session was added.  During 
these sessions volunteers learned 
about vernal pools, their impor-
tant role in the landscape, and 
the need for their protection.  In 
addition, volunteers were in-
structed on how to perform a 
vernal pool assessment and accu-
rately fill out data sheets.  While 
conducting their field studies, 
volunteers were asked to look for 
any evidence of the creatures that 
depend on vernal pools for their 
life cycles – wood frogs, spotted 
salamanders, marbled salaman-
ders, and fairy shrimp.  After lo-
cating their assigned pool from 

a e r i a l 
maps pro-
vided by 
R I D E M , 
volunteers 
l o o k e d 
(Continued next      

  page) 

Volunteers hard at work assessing 
a pool 

Spotted Salamander 
Egg Mass 
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for egg masses attached to 
branches and grasses in the 
sunny areas of the pool.  WPWA 
volunteers were provided with 
equipment, including nets used 
to determine the presence of tad-
poles, fairy shrimp, and any 
other aquatic lifeforms.  Some 
participants were also given me-
ters to measure temperature, pH, 
and dissolved solids.  Lastly, 
they took measurements of the 
pools and photographed every-
thing of interest. 
     The vernal pool study will be 
coming to a close in the middle of 
May.  The results so far have 
been very enlightening.  Some 
sites were discovered to have no 
water in them; some sites con-
tained fish; others were located 
too close to roads and buildings 
to support any lifeforms.  How-
ever, many of the assessed pools 
were found to have wood frogs 
or spotted salamander eggs.  In 
fact, several pools known to have 
permanent water were found to 
contain amphibian eggs.  Ap-
proximately 120 pools were as-
sessed by WPWA volunteers 
with the same number or more 
conducted by RIDEM.  A final 
report of the findings is expected 
to be released in late summer.  
     The keys to successfully con-
ducting this project have been 
the cooperation of the land own-
ers who allowed volunteers to 
access their property and the 
high level of enthusiasm and 
commitment from so many vol-
unteers.  Most volunteers were 
surprised at how much fun they 
had while conducting their stud-
ies, in addition to just how much 
they had learned about vernal 

pools. Of significant importance 
to the volunteers was that their 
efforts as citizen scientists are 
contributing to the understand-
ing of vernal pools in our area. 
     WPWA was supported in this 
project by generous grants from 
the Rhode Island Rivers Council, 
Cornell Douglas Foundation, and 
Kayla Jean Ricci Memorial Foun-
dation. 
 
WPWA Celebrates Opening Day 
 
     As dawn broke on the morn-
ing of April 12th, 2008 anglers 
gathered from all over Rhode Is-
land to make their first cast of the 
fishing season.  As the clock 
neared the 6am start time, the 
masses readied their poles, made 
a last check of their bait, and 
wondered what their haul might 
be.  Those fishing at WPWA 
headquarters at Barberville Dam 
and the newly restored Switch 
Road Landing were greeted by 
volunteers and offered a free cof-
fee or hot chocolate refill for their 
re-useable mugs.  A warm drink 
was a welcomed relief to many as 
the skies unleashed a brief morn-
ing downpour.  The lightning, 
and in some areas of the water-
shed hail, sent fisherman scram-
bling for cover, offering a brief 
respite for the fish and anglers 
alike.  In true Rhode Island fash-
ion, the sun quickly returned and 
it was back to the business of 
fishing. 
     DEM Director Michael Sulli-
van made his rounds of our local 
fishing holes with Environmental 
Police Officer Richard Browning.  
While Browning checked anglers 
for valid fishing licenses Director 

Sullivan took the opportunity to 
interact with fishermen in an ef-

fort to gain a better un-
derstanding of how DEM 
may better serve the rec-
reational fishing commu-
nity.  While speaking 
with WPWA’s new 
leader, Chris Fox, Sulli-

van pointed to an elementary 
aged fisherman stating “that is 
what this day is all about, getting 
children involved in outdoor rec-
reation”.  Director Sullivan was 
impressed as he surveyed the 
new Switch Road Landing which 
WPWA played the lead role in 
creating and implementing as 
part of our ongoing public access 
and stream bank restoration ef-
forts. 
     Many anglers live by the ex-
pression “a bad day fishing is 
better than a good day working” 
and that proved true for some on 
opening day.  Fishermen gave 
mixed reports on their success 
which most indicated had more 
to do with bait selection than lo-
cation.  There were many pad-
dlers in attendance who pre-
ferred to cast their lines away 
from the crowds, seeking refuge 
in areas of the Wood and Pawcat-
uck Rivers accessible only by 
boat.  Regardless of the location, 
the weather, the bait, or the 
crowds there was an overwhelm-
ing sentiment that it was just nice 
to get outside and fish. 
     Each year the WPWA staff 
look forward to Opening Day as 
it signals the start of our outdoor 
recreation season, and all are ex-
cited to reconnect with all our 
angling friends after the long 
winter hibernation. 
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Report of WPWA 
Members and Donors, 
Charitable Foundation 
and Government Grants, 
and In-Kind Services 
2007-08  
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Membership 
 
Sponsors ($250) 
Anonymous 
Eric and Christina Bibler 
Bradford Dyeing Association 
Pamela A. Crandall 
David and Gerry Cunningham 
Mal and Marilyn Grant 
Kenyon Industries 
John and Cathy Lathrop 
Liepold Tool and Die Company 
George and John Palmer Farm 
Peter and Ann Rothschild 
Judy Salomon and Jerry Weiss 
Bob and Betty Schiedler 
Dr. Thomas and Cynthia Sculco 
Michael and Jennifer Urgo 
M. Linda Urso 
Harold Ward 
 
Supporters ($100) 
Grania and John Ackley 
Brian and Sally Allen 
Paul and Jane Blakeslee 
James and Mary Boyer 
Robert and Charlene Butler 
Elaine Calderone  
   and William Keith 
Mike and Susan Cerullo 
John Colozzi 
E. Richard Diamond, Jr. 
Ted and Mariette Dionne 
Louise Durfee 
James Dyne 
Ana Flores and Gabriel Warren 
Donald Forsyth 
Bruce and Susan Guarino 
Doug Hollenbeck 
Dante and Angela Ionata 
Mimi Johnson  
   and John Karlsson 
Peter and Marnie Lacouture 
Jon Lallo 
Harold and Gaytha Langlois 
Frederick C. Leonard 
Patrick J. Manzi 
Joseph and Teresa Mellor 
William J. Meyer 
Arthur and Martha Milot 
Merrill and Margaret Moone 
Martin and Shirley Mortensen 
Mount Tom Land Trust 
Henry Muller 
Barbara and Brian Murphy 
Ocean Pharmacy 

Robert and Gail Ornstein 
Wayne and Mary Pescatello 
Martin and Barbara Pierce 
Bradford Preston 
John Quinn 
Randall Realtors 
Susan Rittling 
Francis Sargent, Jr. 
Wood River Animal Hospital 
Jeffrey and Mary Shepherd 
Thurman and Doris Silks 
Paul Singer 
Stonington Conservation Comm. 
Stonington Garden Club 
Robert Swanson 
James Tackach 
United Builders Supply 
Lori Urso and Marty Richards 
Howard and Michelle Walker 
Wescon Corporation of CT 
Peter Winne 
 
Contributors ($50) 
Andrew Baer 
David and Clare Bailey 
Albert and Sandra Ball 
John Barney 
Ted and Jo-Ann Bates 
Dr. and Mrs. Alexander Bearn 
Fredericka Bettinger 
Robert Bolton 
Gail Bonner 
Laura and Michael Bottaro 
James and Elizabeth Boylan 
Edward Brassard 
Efram Bromberg  
Alan Buck 
Vincent Ciaramella 
James and Bernice Clancy 
Donald and Ellen Conner 
Dr. Robert L. Conrad 
Steve Crandall 
Barbara Hale Davis 
Carol M. deBerry 
Ernest and Jean Dion 
Robert and Sarah Enos 
Joyce and Jerry Fingerut 
Charles Gereg 
Earl and Lillian Grant 
Linda and Howland Green 
Tom Green 
Roger and Linda Greenall 
Robert Hertling, Jr. 
Thomas J. Hodgkinson 
John Howland 
Helen A. Jankoski 
Joseph and Katherine Kirby 
Richard and Deb Latham 
Rob and Peggy Leeson 
John C. Levanti 
Thomas and Susan Lloyd 
Dr. and Mrs. Ralph O’Connell 
Alyson McCann and Jake O’Neil 
James McCormick  

Sanford Neuschatz 
Harold A. Nomer 
Mary and James Padbury 
Alfred “Gus” Pagel 
John Palumbo 
John Parker 
John Payne 
Harvey and Sarah Perry 
Paul Pezza 
Sandra Poirier 
Thomas and Elizabeth Roberts 
Noel Rowe and Abigail Barber 
Betty Salomon 
Jan Salsich 
Fred Seebeck 
Henry and Peggy Sharpe 
Janice Sieburth 
Catherine Silks and Jose del Valle 
Southern RI Conservation Dist. 
Burt Strom 
Thomas Twyman 
Rick Urban 
David and Joy Wallis 
Donna and Henry Walsh 
George Werrbach III 
William Blunt White 
Dr. Philo Willetts 
Wincheck Pond Association 
Jake and Linda Wise 
 
Family ($40) 
Richard and Marcia Albro 
Bill and Chris Anderson 
Rocco and Sally Andreozzi 
Paul and Marylou Arakelian 
Manfred and Dan Armbruster 
Arthur and Julia Armstrong 
Peter and Sandra Arnold 
Peter and Lynn August 
Carol and Edward Baker 
Mark and Carol Ann Baker 
Hillary and Priscilla Bercovici 
A. Curtis and Linda Berggren 
Matt Bertrand and Pam Fisette 
Robert and Eileen Bohler  
The Boving Family 
Carole and David Brown 
Thomas Bryson 
John Buscaglia and Susan Shaw 
Sandra Carmichael  
   and John Faulise 
Lawson and Gloria Cary 
Joseph and Joan Ceo 
Marty and George Champlin, Jr. 
Joyce and William Clark, III 
Rebecca Corbett 
Arthur and Charlotte Cottrell 
MaryAnne and Robert Counts    
   and Family 
David and Cassandra Crandall 
Ann Crawford and Bill Bishop 
Alan and Charlene Desbonnet 
Gordon Doe and Virginia Ellis 
John and Constance Donahue 

John and Susan Drew 
Tim and Brenda Drury 
William Ehlert  
   and Lauryne Coleman 
Donald Ellingham  
   and Elise Harrison 
Dr. and Mrs. A. John Elliot 
Andy Fantoni and  
 Diane Laperoute  
Cynthia J. Farrell 
Carol and Ed Fazio 
Robert and Janice Fifer 
Warren Fitzpatrick  
   and Christine Kelly 
Paul Follett 
Dennis and Marie Fonseca 
Dennis and Mary Lou Fritz 
Walt and Hollie Galloway 
Paul and Christa Gardner 
Philip Gauvin 
Peter and Judy Georg 
Bruce Gillard  
   and Cheryl Hollingworth 
Peter and Dawn Glankoff 
Marion and Art Gold 
Ronald Harwood and Gail Fisher 
Peter Heywood and Nancy Jacobs 
Georg and Frances Hinteregger 
Diana and Leland Jackson 
Alison and Phil Jennings 
Harmon and Nancy Kelley 
Joseph R. Kenyon 
Meg Kerr and Bob Vanderslice 
Diana Kushner and Kelly Orr 
Kurt and Mary Lenzen 
Thomas and Lynne Malone 
Dudley and Dorothy Mann 
Edward T. Marfeo 
Barry and Michelle Marland 
Michael McCarthy  
   and Marion Walsh 
Scott McIntyre 
David and Elizabeth McNab 
Michael and Betty Merner 
Scott and Susan Millar 
Thomas and Deborah Miller 
Jill and Dave Moretti 
Carolyn Moultrop 
Charles Novitz  
   and Eve Krzyzanowski 
James and Joan O’Brien 
Brian O’Connor 
Deirdre O’Connor 
Maurice Orlando 
Candace Oviatt 
Thomas A. Palombo 
Michael and Pamela Perry 
Jan and Anna Perry 
Robert and Patty Thompson 
Evan Preisser  
   and Carol Thornber 
Kelly and Fred Presley 
Douglas and Eugenia Rayner 
(Continued next page) 
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Membership (cont’d) 
Chris Reamer and Kate Douton 
Russell and Carla Ricci 
Sandra Saunders  
   and Fred Griffith 
Gail Shea and Thomas Haggerty 
Hunter and Sarah Simmons 
Maryjane Spooner 
   and Tom Butler 
Thomas and Joan St.Clair 
Michael and Debbie Strawderman 
Kristine and Everett Stuart 
Marianne and Jack Sumner 
Eric and Catherine Taylor 
Robert and Patty Thompson 
Elise Torello 
Charles and Bette Toscano 
Mary and Eugene Tougas 
David and Linda Turano 
Michael and Ruth Waldman 
John and Doree Webster 
Gary and Cherine Whitney 
Robert and Jane Whyte 
Ann and Walter Wojciechowski 
Richard Wood 
Robert and Karen Woods 
 
Individual ($25) 
William Aldrich 
Joellen Anderson 
Gayle Anderson  
Tilo R. Angiolilli 
Michael Annarummo 
Kristy K. Armstrong 
Lorraine Arruda 
Karen Asher 
Nancy Asprinio 
Arthur Baldini 
SueAnn Barney 
James Barr 
Louis Belanger 
Cordalie Benoit 
Brad Boucher 
Thomas R. Brooks 
Thomas M. Brusseau 
Donald Buchanan 
Philip Budlong 
Roberta Burkhardt 
Claire Card 
Eugene Charrette 
Barbara Chaves 
Charles Cocca 
Anna Coit 
James Cole 
Lois Collins-Ladd 
Betty Connors 
Robert A. Cook 
Gloria Courtois 
Wayland Currie 
Thomas Curtin 
Joseph Czerwinski, Jr. 
Paul Dauk 
Marc Davis 
Joseph DeAngelis 

Alan C. Debeaulieu 
Robin Devin 
Elizabeth R. Diaz 
J. Michael Divney 
Nathaniel P. Dodge 
Jeannine Dougherty 
Dawn Dove 
Sharon Dragon 
David Eaton 
Lawrence Fine 
Joel Flather 
Patricia J. Fontes 
Frederick J. Furlong 
Jordan Galetti, Jr. 
Andrea Gardiner 
MaryAnn Garner 
R. Bruce Gillie 
Thomas Ginnerty 
Thomas Ginty, Jr. 
Karen Girouard 
Thomas Godbout 
Sandi Gold 
Lisa L. Gould 
Rhea Guertin 
Richard Harbach 
Christopher Hawver 
Robert Heberg 
Mabel S. Hempstead 
Frank Heppner 
Nancy Hess 
Elly Heyder 
Charles Hickox 
Adam Hill 
Larry Hirsch 
Kevin Horrigan 
Gerard A. Houle 
Michael Hoxsie 
Tony Imbriglio 
Lawrence Jacobson 
James A. Jager 
Howard Johnson 
Judy Keller 
James Kelley 
Frederick S. Kenney 
James Knapp 
Maurice Lanciaux 
Judith Larzelere 
Michael Lawrence 
Robert Lawrence 
Agatha Littlefield 
John Lowe, III 
Doug MacPherson 
Joanne Malise 
Eileen Malsick 
Paola Mangiacapra 
Keith Manning 
Charles McCain 
Elizabeth McClung 
Brian McDonald 
Donald McGovern 
Joan McGrath 
Robert McRoberts 
Keith Menard 
William D. Metz 

Peter Meyer 
John Miller 
Steven E. Miller 
Vincent Mitchell 
William Mitchell 
Tim Mooney 
Edward K. Mueller 
Richard Nagle 
Anne Nalwalk 
Noel Nutini 
Marvene O’Rourke 
Donald Packer 
Robert Palme 
Robert Palmer 
Sara Panciera 
Marlies Parent 
James Patton, Jr. 
Richard Pearce 
Ralph Perri, Jr. 
Jeffrey Perry 
Robert Pietrusza 
Peter Pinkhover 
Barbara Pomerleau 
Mary E. Popiolek 
Nancy Potter 
James Quinn 
Richard B. Quinn 
Perry A. Randall 
David Ricci 
Sylvia Rice 
Malcolm Rochford 
Jim Rubovits 
Roy Rushford 
Christy Russell 
Stanley Rybka 
George Sadue 
George Scheck 
Matthew Schulde 
MaryAnn Ketner Scott 
Anne Sheffield 
Christopher Sheldon 
Paul M. Sheldon 
Annabel Sherwood 
Daniel Shults 
Richard Slimak 
Henry Snow 
Louis Sposato 
Peter and Ginny Stack 
Steven Stillson 
George Studley 
Kathie Sylvia 
Michael Taylor 
Thomas J. Tetzner 
John Topping 
Jim Turek 
Ray Turgeon 
Fred N. Vocatura 
Joyce Wadbrook 
Brian and Deborah Wagner 
Elizabeth Walsh 
Nancy Weissmuller 
Dave Whelan 
Robert Williams 
Helen Wood 

Arthur Viens 
 
Life Members 
Barbara Cronan 
Dr. James R. Mancini 
Brian and Kathy McCuin 
Hatsy H. Moore 
Maurice Orlando 
John C. Quinn 
Carl & Susan Rosen 
Geoffrey B. & Susan M. Sewall 
 
Donations 
 
Major Gifts 
 
$25,000 
Marie Chapman 
 
Annual Appeal 
 
Leadership Giving   
($1000 and above) 
Richard and Ardis Holliday   
Frederick C. Leonard   
 
Major Donor   
($500 to 999) 
Ashaway Charitable Trust   
Malcolm and Marilyn Grant   
 
1983 Founders’ Society  
($250 to 499) 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Hagenstein  
Thomas F. Moore  
Bob and Betty Schiedler 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Sculco  
 
Trustees’ Circle   
($100 to 249) 
John and Grania Ackley 
Anonymous 
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Clancy   
David and Gerry Cunningham   
Joanne D’Alcomo 
Ellen and David Dodge   
James R. Dyne   
Frank and Susan Golet   
Robert B. Hertling Jr.   
Dante and Angela Ionata   
Peter and Marnie Lacouture   
Gaytha Langlois   
Thomas Lloyd   
Karin McCormick 
David and Carolyn Moultrop   
Brian O’Connor   
Eric Orava   
Gerard F. Sheperis   
Paul Singer   
Ken and Rose Sorensen 
Wescon Corporation of CT   
 
(Continued next page) 
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Annual Appeal (cont’d) 
Watershed Club   
($50 to 99) 
Manfred Armbruster   
Pete August   
Albert J. and Sandra P. Ball   
Alan Banister   
Gail Bonner   
James and Mary Boyer   
Elizabeth W. Boylan   
Philip Budlong   
Roberta M. Burkhardt   
Ann Crawford and Bill Bishop   
Wade and Jill Diehl   
Tim and Brenda Drury   
Clayton R. Eva   
Thomas A. Ginty Jr.   
John Howland   
Jim Lauro   
John C. Levanti   
John and Rogean Makowski  
Mr. &Mrs. Thomas McCormick 
Thomas and Deborah Miller  
James L. O’Brien   
John Parker   
Noel B. Rowe   
Saul and Jennifer Saila   
Catherine Silks  
   and Jose del Valle   
Eric and Cathy Taylor   
Elise Torello   
Fred Vocatura   
 
Stream of Friends   
(Up to $49) 
A&B Oil   
Karen J. Asher   
Clare Bailey   
Robert T. Bolton   
Harvey Buford   
Nina I. R. Cast   
Leila M. Connolly   
Gloria M. Courtois   
Mrs. Philip B. Cowles Jr.   
Wayland Currie   
Mrs. Caleb Davis   
Alan C. DeBeaulieu   
Harvey and Jeanne DeMovick 
Nathaniel P. Dodge   
Dr. and Mrs. A.John Elliot   
Canna and Cliff Falby   
William Fanning  
   and Judith Chick  
Cordalie Benoit 
Richard Bergeron 
Mary Bilby 
Ed Blamires 
Sam Bliven 
John Bouchard 
Philip Bourque 
Erika Boyd 
Thomas Brown 
R. Adm. W. J. Holland, Jr.  

Tony Imbriglio   
Peter S. Innis   
Evan Jones   
Joseph R. Kenyon   
Suzanne G. MacLear   
Marilyn Malina   
Dr. James R. Mancini   
Joan McGrath   
Edie and Chris Morren   
Biddle Morris   
Edward and Harriet Murphy   
Delores S. Nelson   
Nancy Potter   
Sylvia Rice   
Matthew Schulde   
Dr. Richard E. Slimak   
Mary Ann Sumner   
John and Frances Topping   
Nancy R. Weissmuller   
 
Individual Gifts 
 
Up to $100  
Joellen Anderson 
Manfred and Dan Armbruster  
Joyce and William Clark III 
Peter and Judith George  
Henry Muller 
Brian O’Connor 
Doug and Eugenia Rayner 
Brian and Deborah Wagner  
Dr. Philo Willetts  
 
Up to $50 
Elaine Calderone  
   and William Keith  
Catherine P. Silks  
   and Jose del Valle  
John Green & Donna Busch  
N. Kingstown Conservation Com. 
George A. Werrbach III  
 
Up to $25 
Lorraine Arruda  
Nathaniel P. Dodge  
Wade and Jill Diehl  
Pamela Fisette  
   and Matt Bertrand  
Patricia J. Fontes  
Warren Fitzpatrick  
   and Christine Kelly  
Dennis and Mary Lou Fritz  
Bruce Gillard  
   and Cheryl Hollingworth  
Joan McGrath  
Doug and Joan MacPherson  
Mella Nathan  
Richard Pearce 
Nancy Potter 
Kelly and Fred Presley  
David Ricci  
Arthur J. Viens  
Michael and Ruth Waldman  
 

Mitch & Betty Salomon Fund  
(Community Foundation SE CT) 
 
Up to $1000 
Russell Kolton and Pat Arrow  
 
Up to $100 
Judith Salomon and Jerry Weiss    
 

Saul B. Saila Fellowship Fund 
(Rhode Island Foundation) 
 
$5000 and above 
Anonymous  
 
$1000 and above 
Lori Urso  
Saul and Jennifer Saila  
Jeffrey and Lynne Rosen 
 
$500 and above 
David and Gerry Cunningham  
Annelee J. Desjarlais  
Mrs. Bobby Holcomb  
Dante and Angela Ionata 
Mal and Marilyn Grant  
Stonington Garden Club 
Harold Ward  
 
$100 and above 
Ed and Denise Poyer  
Janice Sieburth  
Richard Sisson  
Paul Pezza  
Nancy Potter  
Martin F. Richards 
 
Corporate Matching Gifts   
 
Pfizer Foundation 
        $125 Joellen Anderson 
        $80 Charlene Desbonnet 
        $40 Mary Lenzen 

New York Times Foundation 
        $ 75 Elizabeth Boylan 
Cranston Print Works 
         $100 Ed and Denise Poyer 
 

Charitable Foundations 
 
$85,000  
Forrest and Frances  
   Lattner Foundation 
 
$18,000 
ECRI Education Fund 
(Coalition for Water Security) 
 
$5,000 
Horace A. and S. Ella  
   Kimball Foundation 
Lattner Family Foundation 
Cornell Douglas Foundation 
 
$2,500 
Fuller Family Charitable Trust 
 
 

$500 
Kayla Jean Ricci  
     Memorial Foundation 
 

Federal and State  
   Government  
 
$60,000 
RI Dept. of Transportation 
(TEA-21) 
Switch Road Landing River Access 
 
$35,000 
RICRMC Coastal Estuarine  
   and Habitat Trust 
Shannock Fishway Restoration 
 
$97,000 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Shannock Fishway Restoration 
Bradford Fishway Rehabilitation 
 
$24,000 
USDA Natl. Resource  
Conservation Service (WHIP) 
Switch Road Landing River Access 
 
$427,000 
USDA Natl. Resource  
Conservation Service (WHIP) 
Shannock Fishway Restoration 
 
$5000  
RI State Senate 
Water Quality Monitoring 
 
$4600 
RI Rivers Council 
Vernal Pool Inventory         
 
Municipal Government  
 
Town of West Greenwich $400   
Town of Charlestown  $600 
Town of Hopkinton   $1000   
Town of No. Kingstown  $250 
Town of Richmond  $500 
Town of So. Kingstown  $1000 
Town of Stonington   $1000 
 
Property Tax Exemptions granted 
by towns of Richmond & Hopkin-
ton for river access areas. 
 
Land Gifts 
 
The Patnoad Family 
.4-acres on the Pawcatuck River 
at River Rd. 
 
 
 
 
 
(Continued next page) 



 
In-Kind Services & Gifts 
 
AmeriCorps 
     Grounds maintenance 
Cherenzia and Associates 
    Surveying & engineering  
E-Z Waste Systems, Inc. 
     Container for Earth Day waste 
Honey Dew Donuts of Westerly 
     Coffee & brewing services 
Green Mountain Coffee Rstrs. 
     Bags of coffee for Opening Day 
Pizza Place of Westerly 
       Source to Sea Lunch 
Power Resources  
     UPS Battery Back-Up Systems 
RIDEM Aquatic Resource Ed.   
  Materials and staff assistance 
US Fish & Wildlife Services, NOAA and URI 
Geology Lab 
  Sampling and Stream Gauging 
Brett Mayette, Lisa Dennehy, John Buscaglia, 
Charles and Chet Hickox, Chris Hawver, 
and Christopher Quinn 
   River trail maintenance 
Susan Cerullo  
   Garden maintenance 
Marty Richards  
   Lawn Care 

 
 

Fond Farewell   
(cont’d from Pg 1) 
 

seems too young to receive an 
award recognizing a lifetime of 
work.  But Lori Urso packs a lot 
into her work.  I know that 
wherever the winds blow her, 
we will be hearing of her accom-
plishments and we should ex-
pect to read about another life-
time achievement award for Lori 
in 2018.  
     Lori, thank you for all you 
have done for WPWA and 
Rhode Island. We will miss you!   
 
-Meg Kerr, Narragansett Bay  
Estuary Program 
 
 

 

 
You are cordially invited to attend… 

The 
25th Annual Meeting of the 

Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008 

6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
Welcome and Remarks 

Presentation of Annual Report 
Election of Trustees 

 
Fifth annual presentation of  

The Salomon Award 
To 

Sen. Kevin Breene 
Kevin Essington 

Kathleen Wainwright 
 

Boucher’s Wood River Inn 
Rte. 3 and 138 

Wyoming, Rhode Island 
 

Cash Food and Bar Optional 
 

R.S.V.P. by May 14 th  

401-539-9017 / info@wpwa.org 

       WOOD-PAWCATUCK WATERSHED ASSOCIATION    7 

 
 
Wood-Pawcatuck River Guide (2nd edition) 
By Charlie Hickox and Elly Heyder 
$ 4.00 members ($5.00 non-members) 
Navigate the Wood and Pawcatuck Rivers from  
source to sea with this colorful folded map. 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Walks in the Watershed 

By Charlie Hickox and Elly Heyder 
$4.00 members ($5.00 non-members) 

Sixteen of the watershed’s best loop hikes contained  
in a handy pocket-sized guide 

WPWA CANOE AND HIKING GUIDES 
Order Form 

Quantity: 
 ______ Wood-Pawcatuck River Routes Map  
 ______ Walks in the Watershed 
  

Add $1.50 postage and handling per item. 
 
Name____________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ 
 
Phone ___________________________________ 
 
Mail form with payment to: 
WPWA 
203 Arcadia Road 
Hope Valley, RI 02832 



      Application for Membership 
 
 Name(s)__________________________ 
 
 Street_____________________________ 
 
 City____________State____Zip_______ 
 
 Phone/Email________________________ 
 

 __________________________________ 
 
        _____Individual   $25 
        _____Family   $40 
        _____Contributor   $50 
        _____Corporate   $100 
        _____Supporter   $100 
        _____Sponsor   $250 
        _____Patron   $500 
        _____Benefactor   $1000 
 
 In addition to my dues, I am enclosing      
 an extra contribution of  $___________ 
 
 Your contribution is tax deductible. 
 Thank you for your support! 

Board of Trustees 
 

Robert J. Schiedler, President (Charlestown) 
Dante G. Ionata, V. President (N. Providence) 
Nancy Hess, Secretary  (Richmond) 
Harold R. Ward  (Woodville) 
Saul B. Saila  (Hope Valley) 
Malcolm J. Grant   (Hope Valley) 
Thomas B. Boving   (Hope Valley) 
Laura J. Bottaro  (Saunderstown) 
Peter V. August (Arcadia) 
Raymond F. Cherenzia (Westerly) 
Fred J. Sculco (Westerly) 
 
WPWA Staff 
 

Christopher J. Fox, Executive Director 
Denise J. Poyer, Program Director 
Danielle Aube, Program Assistant 
 
WPWA Campus 
203 Arcadia Road, Hope Valley RI 
at Barberville Dam & River Access 
401-539-9017 
Email:  info@wpwa.org 
Website:  www.wpwa.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wood-Pawcatuck  
Watershed Association 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Opinions expressed in Watershed are not necessarily 
those of WPWA, its Board of Trustees, or staff. 
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Hope Valley RI 

WPWA is Proud to Welcome 
Our New Executive Director 

Christopher J. Fox 


