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Presented at WPWA Annual Meeting
May 28, 2014

WaTersHed WaTCH moNiTors
Madeline Jeffery

In recognition of  working for as the director for the North Stonington Citizen Land Alliance who have 
for Twenty-five years monitored Wyassup Pond, Shunock River, and Greenfalls River

 

Peter Stack
In recognition of  Fifteen years monitoring Sherman Brook and the Queen River

Deb Luz
In recognition of  Ten years monitoring Wincheck Pond

Sandy Neuschatz

In recognition of  Ten years monitoring the Pawcatuck River

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Kenyon Industries

In recognition of  their steadfast partnership and commitment to the historic Kenyon Mill Dam Fish 
Passage Project that has restored migratory and resident aquatic wildlife access to over 1300 acres of  

pond, river and stream habitat.

TRUSTEES AWARD
Caitlin Chaffee, RI CRMC 

James Turek, NOAA Restoration Center
In recognition of  their exemplary local efforts to support the ongoing initiatives of  the Association  and 

to protect and preserve the lands and waters of  the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.

SALOMON AWARD
Richard Quinn, US Fish & Wildlife (ret.)

In recognition of  his exemplary efforts to preserve, protect, conserve and restore the natural resources 
of  the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Robert Schiedler

In celebration of  the significant and lasting contributions he has made toward the conservation and 
protection of  the natural resources of  the Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed and for his steadfast leadership 

and volunteerism to the Wood Pawcatuck Watershed Association.
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Volunteers
David Abell

Kristy Armstrong

Danielle Aube

Peter V. August

Mark & Carol Ann Baker

Albert J. & Sandra P. Ball

Laura & Michael Bottaro

Thomas B. Boving

James Boyer

J. Benjamin Bradley

Harvey Buford

Bruce Burns

John Busccaglia

Lawson M. Cary, III

Susan Cerullo

Kristin & Don Chambers

James Cole

Martha Cruciani

James Cummings

Geraldine Cunningham

Paul Daley

Alan Desbonnet

Joseph DiBrino

Helen Drew & Family

Paul Drumm III

William Fallon

Andy Fantoni

Thomas Ferrio

Maureen Gallagher

Caleb Grant

Malcolm & Marilyn Grant

Howland & Linda Green

William Hahn

Sally Hanson

Mabel S. Hempstead

Nancy Hess

Elly Heyder

Bill Hixson

Bruce Hooke

Dante & Angela Ionata

Karen Jarret

Cindy Jennerwein

Judy Kaplin

Kenyon Industries

Margaret Kerr

Peter & Marnie Lacouture

James Latimer

Diane Laderoute

Deb Luz

Keith D. Manning

Maureen McCarthy

Roger Masse

Gerri Miceli

Samantha Migdail-Smith

Alisa Morrison

Corey Mott

Sanford Neuschatz

Gail & Robert Ornstein

Margaret Parsons

Ed Poyer

Cindy & Faith Richardson

Michael Rinaldi

Mary Rooney

Kevin Ryan

Luke Santangelo

Dorothy Shackleton

Anne Sheffield

Thomas & Tracy Silvia

David Smith

Cliff  & Sue Snow

Loren Spears

Peter J. & Virginia Stack

Denise & Peter Stetson

Mary Anne Sumner

Anne Marie Tavares

Thomas J. Tetzner

Elise A. Torello

Harold R. Ward

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse

Gary Whitney

Nils Wiberg

Linda & Ed Wood

Virginia Wooten
Jim Cole helping on Urban Kids Paddle last summer
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 Donated Goods & Services
Kristy Armstrong

   The Fabulous Flying CPA

Christopher Beck & Carolyn Ellis

   EZ Waste Systems, Inc 

Laura Bottaro, Esq.

Jay Boyer

Lawson M. Cary, III

Richard Comolli, Jr.

   Comolli Granite Co

Steve Crandall

   Ashaway Line & Twine

Lisa DeProspo Philo

Paul Drumm

    Kenyon Cornmeal Company 

William Fallon 

Dennis Fortin

Malcolm & Marilyn Grant

Marilyn Grant

Jesse Jacques

  & Boy Scout Troop 1 Richmond

Kenyon Industries 

Jeffrey Marlowe 

Roger Masse

Jacob Migdail-Smith

   & Boy Scout Troop 1 Hope Valley

Richmond Sand & Stone

Richmond Department of  Public Works

RI Dept. of  Environmental Managment 

   Aquatic Resource Education Program

St. Paul’s School Alumni

Trout Unlimited, Narragansett Chapter 

URE Outfitters

YKSM Accounting

Scouts from Richmond Troop 1 get ready to clear blow-downs on the Wood River
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Membership Gifts & Individual Donations

MeMberships

 Patrons ($500)

Malcolm & Marilyn Grant

 sPonsors ($250)

Lorraine & Joseph Arruda 

Beth Cabral,

   Kenyon Industries, Inc.

Kraig Conrad & Kevin Prohaska

David & Gerry Cunningham

Carl & Joyce Hagenstein 

Thomas Moore 

Kenneth Payne & Helen Drew

Betty Salomon 

Robert & Elizabeth Schiedler

Thomas & Cynthia Sculco, M.D.

Maryjane Spooner & Tom Butler

Margaret Stone 

Elise Torello 

John Turner,

   McCullough Foundation

 suPPorters ($100)

Jacqueline & Steve Almeida 

Ray & Dara Amore 

Chaplin Barnes

   Watch Hill Conservancy

John Barney 

Ted & Jo Ann Bates 

Curtis & Linda Berggren 

Paul & Jane Blakeslee 

Bill & Shelly Blunt White 

Mike & Laura Bottaro 

Jay & Mary Boyer 

Thomas Bryson 

Elaine Caldarone 

Sandra Carmichael & John Faulise

Mike & Susan Cerullo 

Steve Crandall 

Alan & Charlene Desbonnet 

Wade & Jill Diehl 

Theodore & Mariette Dionne

Warren Fitzpatrick &

   Christine Kelly

Donald Forsyth 

Peter & Judy Georg 

Howland & Linda Green 

Bruce & Susan Guarino

   Guarino Painting

Robert Hertling 

Dante & Angela Ionata 

Helen Jankoski 

Karen & George Jenssen 

Peter & Marnie Lacouture 

Karin McCormick 

Jean McQuade

   Wincheck Pond Association

Nod Meyer 

William Meyer 

Arthur & Martha Milot 

Stephen & Ruth Morgan

   Morgan Housewright, Inc.

Henry Muller 

Brian & Barbara Murphy

   Atkisson Electric Co.

Robert & Gail Ornstein 

Suzanne & Peter Paton 

John Payne, Jr. 

Noel Rowe 

David Salomon & Allison Crump

Thurman & Doris Silks 

Burt Strom 

James Tackach 

Thomas Twyman 

Howard & Michelle Walker 

Harold Ward 

Ted Watson 

Michael White & Jane Desforges

Peter Winne 

Ann & Walter Wojciechowski  

Contributors ($75)

Bill & Chris Anderson

Vincent Ciaramella

Patricia Fontes

Dennis Fortin

Joseph & Marie Fox

Thomas Ginty

David & Elizabeth McNab

Gregory McNab

Thomas & Deborah Miller

Charles & Bette Toscano

Peggy Warner

Linda & Ed Wood

Families ($50)

Richard & Marcia Albro 

William Aldrich 

Rocco & Sally Andreozzi 

Manfred Armbruster 

Arthur & Julia Armstrong 

Karen Asher 

Peter & Lynn August 

Carol & Edward Baker 

Mark & Carol Ann Baker 

Albert & Sandra Ball 

Martin & Nedra Reynolds Bide

Robert & Eileen Bohler 

Julia Bradford & Charles Warner 

Olga Bravo & Rebecca Wagner

Heather  & Frank Breau 
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Membership Gifts & Individual Donations Cont.                   

Efrem Bromberg & 

   Nancy Graham 

Robert & Charlene Butler 

Gloria Cary & Lawson M. Cary, III
Gary & Barbara Casaly 

Joseph & Joan Ceo

   The Loft

Marty & George Champlin 

Joyce & William Clark, III 

Jack & Suzanne Colby 

Donald L. & Ellen B. Conner 

Robert Conrad 

Denise, Matt & Sean Costello

David & Cassandra Crandall

Ann Crawford & Bill Bishop 

Wayland Currie 

Harvey & Jeanne DeMovick 

Nathaniel Dodge 

Gordon Doe & Virginia Ellis 

John & Constance Donahue 

Matthew Doyon & Rona Desjardins

Richard Durant 

Faye & David Dvorchak 

Carol Englander 

Carol & Ed Fazio 

Tom Ferrio 

Robert & Janice Fifer 

Joyce & Jerry Fingerut 

Walt & Hollie Galloway 

Paul & Christa Gardner 

Linda & Ron Gardrel 

Philip Gauvin 

Bruce & Polly Gillie 

Arthur & Marion Gold 

Frank & Susan Golet 

William & Patricia Granzen 

Roger & Linda Greenall 

Robin & Laurie Gwin 

Robert & Sharon Harrison 

Ronald Harwood & Gail Fisher

Thomas & Dolores Hodgkinson

Richard & Ardis Holliday 

John Howland 

Diana & Leland Jackson 

David Jardin 

Elwood & Cynthia Johnson 

Evan & Catherine Jones 

Mimi & John Karlsson 

Alice & Fred Kepping 

Meg Kerr & Bob Vanderslice 

James Knapp 

Diana Kushner 

Franklin & Marion Leddy 

Doug & Joan MacPherson

Edward Marfeo 

Ray Marr

    Marr Office Equip., Inc.

Alyson McCann & Jake O'Neil

Brian & Kathy McCuin

Bill & Kathy McKendree

   Watch Shade Farm

Laurent & Eileen Menard 

Michael & Betty Merner

   Earth Care Farm

Scott & Susan Millar 

Tim Mooney 

Dave & Jill Moretti 

Roger Nadeau 

James & Joan O'Brien 

Tom O'Connell 

Candace Oviatt 

Jeff & Beth Perry 

Dennis Pimental 

John & Michelle Pope 

Stewart & Sally Pucci 

Carl & Susan Rosen

Saul & Jennifer Saila 

Jim & Frances Sammons

Luke Santangelo 

Geoffrey & Susan Sewall 

Susan Shaw & John W. Buscaglia

Gail Shea & Thomas Haggerty

Janice Sieburth 

James & Laura Smith 

Thomas & Joan St. Clair 

Peter & Virgina Stack 

Denise & Peter Stetson 

Kristine & Everett Stuart 

Diane Sudakoff 

Mary Anne & Jack Sumner 

Robert & Alix Swift 

Eric & Catherine Taylor 

Robert & Patti Thompson 

Carol Thornber & Evan Preisser

Jeff & Theresa Ulricksen

David & Joy Wallis 

Donna & Henry Walsh 

Scott & Joan Warren 

Gary & Cherine Whitney 

Richard Wood 

Robert & Karen Woods 

 individuals ($35)

Joellen Anderson 

Elizabeth Anderson 

Everett Aubin 

Margaret Bearn 

Joseph Behl 

Cordalie Benoit 
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Richard Benson 

Ed Blamires 

Roland Boisclair 

Robert Bolton

Philip Bourque 

Michael Brennan 

Nina Briggs 

Thomas Brusseau

Charles Brown 

Philip Budlong 

Bob Burbank 

Ellen Burnett 

Claire Card 

Nina Cast 

Anna Coit 

James Cole 

John Colozzi 

Pat Cook 

Gloria Courtois 

Barbara Cronan

Joseph Czerwinski, Jr. 

Paul Dauk 

Marc Davis 

Alan DeBeaulieu 

Robin Devin 

Michael Divney 

Jeannine Dougherty 

Sharon Dragon 

John Drew 

Phillip Edwards 

Frederick Furlong 

Andrea Gardiner 

Bruce Garstka 

Lisa Gould 

Lillian Grant 

Gordon Gruetzmacher 

Rhea Guertin 

Robert Gunnip 

Barbara Hale Davis 

Richard Harbach 

Larry Hayden 

Todd Hellewell 

Mabel Hempstead 

Frank Heppner 

Elly Heyder 

Peter Heywood 

Larry Hirsch 

Phil Hoffman 

Kevin Horrigan 

Gerard Houle 

Michael Hoxsie 

Duncan Hunter 

Tony Imbriglio 

Peter Innis 

Lawrence Jacobson 

Robert Jones 

James Kelley 

Frederick Kenney 

Bernard Kilcline 

William Krueger 

Jon Lallo 

Robert Lawrence 

James Less 

Peter Lisle

John Lowe, III 

Deb Luz 

Marilyn Malina 

Dr. James R. Mancini

Al Manfredi 

Paola Mangiacapra 

Keith Manning 

Ron Marafioti 

Paul Martin 

James Martin 

Carol Mathews 

John McCall 

Donald McGovern 

Scott McIntyre 

Robert McRoberts 

Keith Menard 

Peter Meyer 

Gerri Miceli 

Steven Miller 

Warrick Mitchell 

Hatsy Moore

Carolyn Moultrop 

Marjorie Murphy 

Richard Nagle 

Sandy Neuschatz 

Barbara Nichols 

Glen Northup 

Deirdre O'Connor 

Brian O'Connor 

Eric Orava 

Maurice Orlando

Thomas Orvash 

Robert Palme 

Robert Palmer 

John Palumbo 

Sara Panciera 

Marlies Parent 

Richard Pearce 

Ralph Perri, Jr. 

Paul Pezza 

Robert Pietrusza 

Sandra Poirier 

Nancy Potter 

Anna Prager 

Membership Gifts & Individual Donations Cont.
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James Quinn 

John Quinn

Sylvia Rice 

Malcolm Rochford 

Clayton Roffey 

Mary Rooney 

Alfred Rosati 

James Rubovits 

Roy Rushford 

Stanley Rybka 

George Sadue 

Jan Salsich 

George Scheck 

Anne Sheffield 

Annabel Sherwood 

Richard Slimak 

Louis Sposato 

Linda Sullivan 

John Topping 

Jim Turek 

Paul Vachon 

Arthur Viens 

Fred Vocatura 

Kim Vredenburg 

Elizabeth Walsh 

Nancy Weissmuller 

Barbara Wheeler 

Dave Whelan 

Donald Wienke 

Robert Williams 

Virginia Wootten 

Robert Yarnall

Joseph Zegarzewski  

individual donations

 $250 to $2,000

Mike & Laura Bottaro

David & Gerry Cunningham

Roger Earle

Wood River Fly Fishing Club 

 $75 to $249

Ray & Dara Amore 

Joellen Anderson 

Mark & Carol Ann Baker 

Thomas Bryson 

Gordon Gruetzmacher 

Denis & Maria McAuliffe 

Karin McCormick 

William Meyer 

Alisa & Russell Morrison 

Michael White & Jane Desforges

$50 to $74

Manfred Armbruster 

Peter & Lynn August

Elaine Caldarone 

Joseph & Joan Ceo, The Loft

Wade & Jill Diehl 

Lillian Grant 

Brian & Barbara Murphy

   Atkisson Electric Co.

Stewart & Sally Pucci 

Robert Yarnall 

 Up to $49

Joe Beuth

Bob Burbank

Joyce & William Clark, III 

Gloria Courtois 

Barbara Hale Davis

Patricia Fontes

Dennis Fortin

Philip Gauvin

Thomas & Dolores Hodgkinson

Duncan Hunter

Ron Marafioti 

Carol Mathews 

Warrick Mitchell 
Richard Nagle 

Richard Pearce 

Paul Pezza 

Mary Anne & Jack Sumner

John Turner

   McCullough Foundation

Membership Gifts & Individual Donations Cont.                                                                                              

Urban Kids Paddle group getting ready to paddle
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Major Grants and Gifts 
by Foundations and Government Agencies

PaWCaTuCk fisH Passage:
$187,340
NOAA-TNC Partnership

$311,500
Restore America’s Estuaries via 
Save the Bay

oTHer ProjeCTs:
$91,915 
Champlin Foundations
Campus Renovation

$80,000
Forrest & Frances Lattner Foun-
dation

$35,604
EPA/Urban Waters Grant
Development of  an urban waters fish 
community monitoring program 

$14,000
RI Foundation
Initiative for Non-Profit Excellence

$11,850
Coastal Institute
Flood Forecasting & Stream Gage 
Operations

$4,600
RI Rivers Council
Water Quality Teacher Training 
Programs

$3,000

RI Trail Advisory Committee

River Maintenance

$3,000

National Wildlife Foundation via 
Environmental Council of  RI

Urban Kids Paddles

$2,500

EPA/Watershed Counts

Freshwater Water Quality Indicators

Fund Drive Gifts

LeadersHiP giviNg

($1000 & above)
Brightman Hill Charitable Fdn.

The Conyngham Family

 major doNors

($500 to $999)
Lorraine & Joseph Arruda 

Kathryn Crandall, President 

Ashaway Line & Twine Mfg. Co.

Walter & Hollie Galloway 

Richard & Ardis Holliday

Kenneth Payne & Helen Drew

Robert  & Elizabeth Schiedler 

Elise A. Torello

1983 fouNder's soCieTy

($250 to $499)
Ray & Dara Amore 

Dean & Lisa Audet 

Alan & Charlene R. Desbonnet

Peter & Marnie Lacouture

Thomas Malone & Lynne Randall

Thomas Moore 

Betty Salomon 

 TrusTees' CirCLe

($100 to $249)
Manfred Armbruster 

Kristy K. Armstrong 

Paul R. & Jane W. Blakeslee 

Jeff  Brennan,

   United Builders Supply Co., Inc.

James & Mary Boyer 

David & Geraldine Cunningham

Joanne D'Alcomo 

Tim & Brenda Drury 

Tom Ferrio 

Ana Flores & Gabriel Warren

Howland S. & Linda T. Green

Robert B. Hertling Jr. 

Dante G. & Angela B. Ionata 

Diana J. Kushner  

Harold & Gaytha Langlois 

Merrill K. & Margaret J. Moone

Eric Orava 

Thompson & Helen Rowe-Drake

Susan Shaw & John Buscaglia

The Spratt Family 
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In Memoriam  Donations
iN memory of LaWsoN Cary ii

 Gloria Cary, Lawson Cary III, and John Pallof

Harold R. Ward 

Edward Watson, Jr.

Judith H. Salomon 

& Jerome Weiss 

Michael White & Jane Desforges

Jake & Linda Wise  

 WaTersHed CLuB

($50 to $99)
Brian & Sally Allen 

Bill & Chris Anderson 

Peter August & Lynn August

Dr. Hillary Bercovici 

Joseph Beuth, III 

Martin Bide & Nedra Reynolds

Robert T. Bolton, 

   Richmond Veterinary Clinic

James & Elizabeth Boylan

Mark E. Crook,

   Stiller Distributors, Inc.

Wayland Currie 

Mrs. A. J. Desjarlais 

David & Ellen Dodge 

Robert Ellis & Kathy Margerison

Wenley Ferguson 

Dennis Fortin 

Dr. & Mrs. R. Bruce Gillie 

Georg & Frances Hinteregger

Tony Imbriglio 

Evan & Catherine Jones 

William & Doreen LeHerissier

Dr. James Mancini 

Ron Marafioti 

Steven Miller 

Roger Nadeau, Jr. 

Frank & Prudence Patnoad

Harvey & Sarah Perry 

Sandra Poirier 

David Salomon & Allison Crump

Henry & Peggy Sharpe

Dr. Richard Slimak 

Peter & Lee Stepanishen 

Fred Vocatura 

David & Joy Wallis 

Robert Walsh 

Robert Yarnall 

 sTream of frieNds

(up to $49)
Richard J. & Marcia E. Albro 

Joseph & Donna M. Baer 

Richard W. Benson 

Dr. Joseph & Joan Ceo,

   The Loft

Marty Champlin 

George Champlin, Jr.

Vincent Ciaramella 

Arthur Cottrell, III 

Ann Crawford 

   & Bill Bishop

Dana Denman 

   & Fernando Silveira

Nathaniel Dodge 

Bruce Garstka 

Mary Gordon & Arthur Cash

Dr. & Mrs. Franklin Leddy

Elizabeth & David McNab 

John & Emily Miller 

Al & Jeannette Misuraca 

Alisa & Russell Morrison

James & Joan O'Brien 

Donald Packer, Esq. 

Thomas Palombo 

Nancy Potter 

Alfred Rosati 

James & Frances Sammons

Geoffrey & Susan Sewall

Annabel Sherwood 

Mary Anne & Jack Sumner 

Eric & Catherine Taylor

Linda Turano 

Nancy Weissmuller 

 maTCHiNg gifTs

Pfizer Foundation

Fund Drive Gifts Cont. 

Teachers at Watershed Science Progam
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 Partner Agencies and Organizations 
Appalachian Mountain Club

Aquatic Resource Education Center (RIDEM)

American Rivers

Chariho Middle School

CT Dept. of  Energy & Environmental Protection

Coventry High School

Curtis Corner Middle School (SK)

Gateway Health Center, Youth Programs

HopArts

Hopkinton Conservation Commission

Hopkinton Land Trust

Kenyon Industries

Kenyon Grist Mill

MA Dept. of  Environmental Protection

Narragansett Bay Estuary Program

Narrow River Preservation Association

National Oceanographic & Atmospheric Adm.

The Nature Conservancy

Norman Bird Sanctuary

RI Blueways Alliance

RI Canoe and Kayak Association

RI Coastal Resources Management Council

RI DEM, Various Divisions

RI Envirothon Competition

RI Land and Water Partnership

RI Resource Conservation & Development

RI Resource Recovery Corporation

RI Trail Advisory Committee

RI Environmental Education Association

RI Natural History Survey

RI NEMO Program

RI Rivers Council

RI Sea Grant

Richmond Conservation Commission

Richmond Rural Preservation Land Trust

Roger Williams Park Zoo

RYSE School

Salt Ponds Coalition

Save The Bay

Southern New England Paddlers

South Kingstown Land Trust

Southern RI Conservation District

Tomaquag Museum

Town of  Charlestown

Town of  Hopkinton

Town of  North Stonington

Town of  Richmond

Town of  Exeter

Town of  Stonington

Town of  Westerly

Town of  West Greenwich

Trout Unlimited Narragansett Chapter

United Fly Tyers of  RI

University of  Rhode Island

URI Coastal Institute

URI Cooperative Extension Service

URI Watershed Watch

US Army Corps of  Engineers

US Dept. of  Agriculture, Natural Resource 

 Conservation Service

US Fish and Wildlife Service

US Geological Survey

US EPA, Region 1

Watershed Counts

Westerly Land Trust

Wheeler Middle School, N Stonington, CT

Wood River Fly Tying Association

Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council
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PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
river resToraTioN

fisH Passage – PaWCaTuCk river 
  Over $2 million dollars in Sandy Relief  funding has been awarded to the RI Nature Conservancy 
to improve flood resiliency and fish passage on the lower Pawcatuck River.  These funds will be used to 
remove the White Rock and potentially Bradford Dams to mitigate flooding impacts and improve fish  
passage.  WPWA’s restoration efforts on the upper Pawcatuck River helped leverage this funding and we 
are honored to provide technical assistance to RI TNC as they work to implement these projects over the 
next few years.  

  Construction of  the rock ramp fish passage structure at the Kenyon Mill Dam began thanks to 
significant funding provided by USDOC’s National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration via the Rhode 
Island Coastal Resource Management Council, Save the Bay’s Restore America’s Estuaries partnership 
and the Nature Conservancy’s partnership with NOAA.  The project includes the reconstruction of  the 
existing dam at Kenyon Industries with a natural rock ramp to facilitate access for migratory and resident 
aquatic species to Worden’s Pond for the first time in hundreds of  years. This project will complete the 
restoration of  the historic fish runs from the Atlantic Ocean to the headwaters of  the Pawcatuck River.  
WPWA is proud to complete this work begun in the 1970’s on the lower Pawcatuck River by the RI Dept. 
of  Environmental Management and others.   This project has also enhanced recreational boating through 
this stretch of  the river.  Special thanks to RIDEM for their second year of  herring stocking in Worden 
Pond and to Kenyon Industries for their cooperative efforts to realize this monumental achievement. 

sCieNCe researCH aNd daTa CoLLeCTioN

Flood Mitigation

  The Pawcatuck River stream gage owned by the US Geological Survey at Wood River Junction is 
one of  three critical flow gages used by the National Weather Service to predict flooding in the watershed.  
This long standing gage is one of  a handful of  gages that lost funding as a result of  federal sequestration 
and was subsequently turned off.  In 2013 WPWA was asked by the RI Emergency Management Agency 
to assist in seeking alternate funding to reactivate the gage until such time that the federal government 
could resume the operational expenses.  Thanks to WPWA’s efforts to solicit funding, a generous contribu-
tion from URI’s Coastal Institute was secured and along with supplemental funding from the RI EMA, the 
gage was reactivated for one year allowing NWS flood forecasting to resume.  

invasive species 

  WPWA finished a three year program funded by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation 
Service to conduct biological control for purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) in the Shannock section of  
the Pawcatuck River.  This project was done as part of  larger project to remove the dam at Lower Shan-
nock Falls in 2010.   In July of  last year over 2,600 additional Galerucella spp. adult beetles were released, 
donated by the URI Plant Science Department.  Spring and fall monitoring were completed and a report 
was sent to NRCS.   The data indicates that there may be some benefit to use the Galerucella beetles for 
biological control of  L. salicaria in a river system.  However, it appears that without a regular introduction 
of  beetles to the area their populations may not be able to be sustained.  If  resources allow, WPWA will 
continue to monitor these quadrants over the next few years.
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Water Quality Monitoring

  WPWA completed 26 years of  water quality monitoring in the watershed.  RIDEM regularly uses this 
data as part of  their State of  the Waters report.  32 volunteers monitored 11 lakes and ponds and 19 streams 
and rivers. 

2011-13 WPWA Monitoring and Study Sites in CT and RI by Town

 Town    2011    2012    2013  
CONNECTICUT 

North Stonington (These sites are monitored under the North Stonington Citizens Land Alliance programs)

Asseconk Brook WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 1 sites

Green Falls Brook WQ Sampling 3 sites  WQ Sampling 3 sites  WQ Sampling 3 sites 

Shunnock River WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites 

Wyassup Lake  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

RHODE ISLAND

Charlestown

Pasquiset Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Watchaug Pond Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Pawcatuck River WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites

Exeter

Boone Lake  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Yawgoo Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Falls River  WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites

Glen Rock Brook WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

       Macro Sampling 1 site

Locke Brook  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

Queen River  WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites

Sherman Brook WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

Hopkinton

Alton Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Wincheck Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Ashaway River  WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 1 sites   WQ Sampling 1 sites

Brushy Brook  WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites

   Macro Sampling 1 site  Macro Sampling 1 site
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Town    2011    2012    2013  
 

Hopkinton (cont.)

Parameter Brook WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 1 sites

Pawcatuck River WQ Sampling 3 sites  WQ Sampling 3 sites   WQ Sampling 3 sites

Tomaquag Brook WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

Wood River  Macro Sampling 3 sites  Macro Sampling 3 sites  

Richmond

Alton Pond   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Meadowbrook Pd Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Beaver River  Macro Sampling 1 site  Macro Sampling 1 site  Temp Study 6 sites

Meadow Brook         Macro Sampling 1 
site

Pawcatuck River WQ Sampling 2 sites  WQ Sampling 2 sites   WQ Sampling 2 sites

White Brook  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site   WQ Sampling 1 site

South Kingstown

Barber Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Hundred Acre Pond Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Usquepaug Pond Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Worden Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Yawgoo Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

Chipuxet River  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

Glen Rock Brook WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

Pawcatuck River WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 2 sites

Queen River  WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 2 site

   Macro Sampling 2 sites

Sherman Brook WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site  WQ Sampling 1 site

Shickasheen Brook WQ Sampling 4 site  WQ Sampling 4 site  WQ Sampling 4 sites

Tucker Pond  Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling   Lake Sampling

White Horn Brook WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 2 site  WQ Sampling 2 sites

Westerly

Pawcatuck River WQ Sampling 7 sites  WQ Sampling 4 sites   WQ Sampling 4 sites
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reCreaTioNaL Programs

PaddLe Programs

  WPWA and the AMC Narragansett Chapter hosted Dragonfly workshop and attended by 16 fascinated 
participants.  The workshop included an indoor presentation by Ginger Brown and a paddle on the Wood 
River to capture and identify dragonflies and damselflies.

  WPWA co-hosted a program with the Tomaquag 
Museum about Native American use of  the rivers,          
attended by 22 participants.  After a tour of  the Museum, 
led by Museum Director, Loren Spears, participants 
drove to the WPWA Campus for a paddle and continued        
discussion on plant and animal use by humans.

  WPWA conducted three paddles on the Wood 
River, one Full Moon Paddle on Queens River, and one 
bioluminescent paddle on Ninigret Pond, which were     
attended by 55 participants.

  Twelve folks learned to kayak at two full-day                              Dragonfly held by Ginger Brown                      
Introduction to Kayaking programs.

  The Southern New England Paddlers (SNEP) held five paddle training nights at the WPWA campus 
for 42 beginner paddlers.  

  WPWA hosted 55 family members of  actively deployed military personnel during 2 kayaking programs 
for Operation Military Kids.  

  The Environmental Council of  RI obtained a grant from the National Wildlife Foundation to provide 
paddle trips to 260 urban youths.  WPWA provided kayaks and instruction for students from RYSE School, 
Central Falls High School, Tolman/Shea High School, Woonsocket High School, and West Warwick High 
School.  We also hosted four groups from the Providence After School Alliance Summer Program and two 
groups from the  Gateway Health Programs.

oTHer reCreaTioNaL Programs 
  Roger Masse led 7 winter and spring birding walks for 35 birders of  all levels.

  Earth Day cleanups at 12 river access sites.

  Two day Map and Compass workshop co-sponsored by Narragansett AMC, attended by 

  12 participants.

  Learn to Fish Program at the Frosty Hollow Kids Only Pond, attended by four families.

  Six Fly Tying & Fly Fishing classes led by volunteers from WPWA, Trout Unlimited & 

  Wood River Fly Fishing Club. 

eduCaTioN

disTiNCTive Programs

  In partnership with the Narrow River Preservation Association WPWA conducted four Teacher Train-
ing Workshops based on Project Wet, Growing Up Wild, and the AWESome Curriculum with funding from 
the RI Rivers Council.  

  78 students from Curtis Corner Middle School spent a day with WPWA at the Arcadia Management 
Area for a field trip that included, kayaking, macro sampling, and hiking.
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  WPWA worked with the URI Non-point Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO) program to con-
duct outreach on storm water issues through our website, newsletter, and school programs.

  WPWA provided training and field trip equipment for the SMILE program. 

  WPWA continued as co-coordinator for the Project WET Program in RI.

 WPWA chaired the Aquatics section of  the RI Envirothon Competition.  Staff  taught  a training,   
developed tests, and judged in the competition.

  WPWA was part of  the RI Environmental Education Association team that put on a very successful  
New England Environmental Education Alliance & Sustainable Schools Summit in October.

  WPWA loaned kayaks and water quality monitoring equipment to Chariho Middle School for   
their field trips.

oTHer eduCaTioN Programs 
  Quest Montessori School classroom program

  Greene School water quality program

  Coventry High School field trip

  Two classes from Compass School field trips

  Chariho Middle School field trip

  URI Hydrology class field trip

                Field Trip for Second graders from Compass School at WPWA Campus

CaPaCiTy BuiLdiNg 
WPWa orgaNizaTioN  
 Thanks to $4,000 in financial support from the RI Foundation WPWA engaged with their Initiative for 
Non Profit Excellence.  This valuable and meaningful program unites RI based non-profits with their counter-
parts to foster shared learning and also with professionals from a variety of  disciplines such as fundraising and 
board governance.  This has been a critically beneficial component of  WPWA’s ongoing efforts to restructure our 
programmatic and governance structure.

  A late 2012 grant of  $10,000 from the RI Foundation allowed WPWA to engage with Lighthouse      
Consulting in 2013 to assist our board and staff  reorganize its policies, governance and overall operations.  This 
process was woven into our participation in the Foundation’s Initiative for Non-Profit Excellence.  The result was 
a thoughtful assessment of  the short and long term goals of  the Association and a meaningful plan to realistically 
achieve them.   There is still much to be done over the coming years to bolster fund development and increase 
financial stability.  However, the significant progress that the board and staff  have made in such a short time is 
very impressive, encouraging and exciting.

  Planning for the implementation of  the third and final phase of  the WPWA Campus Renovation began 
in 2013.  The structural goal was to ensure that little to no building maintenance would be required over the next 
20 years which will reduce our year to year operating costs.  The less tangible goal was to increase our capacity to 
educate and serve the local community and support our future fundraising efforts.  Funding was secured to ex-
pand the existing Education Center into a Welcome Center, replace all the exterior components of  all the build-
ings, update the conference room and computer server, and create alternate storage for our fleet of  kayaks.  We 
look forward to final completion in 2014 which will allow us to better serve our members and the public at large. 
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WiLd aNd sCeNiC desigNaTioN

  Representatives Langevin and Cicilline (RI) and Courtney (CT) introduced H.R. 723 into the House in   
February 14, 2013.  It was passed by the House on June 11, 2013.

  At the same time Senators Reed (RI), Whitehouse (RI), Blumental (CT) and Murphy (CT) introduced S349 
into the Senate.   It was heard by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources and passed to be placed 
on the Senate Legislative calendar on June 27, 2013.  However, the full Senate has not voted on this bill yet.

CommuNiTy ouTreaCH

urBaN rivers ProjeCT

  WPWA and the Woonasquatucket River Watershed Council received a two year, $57,000 grant, from EPA 
Urban Waters to develop a program that uses volunteers to assess water quality through fish sampling.  In this first 
year we developed monitoring protocols, learned to identify fish, conducted preliminary training, and purchased 
equipment.  We also selected 6 sites for monitoring three urban rivers: an upstream and downstream site on the 
Woonasquatucket, Ten Mile, and Mosshasuck Rivers.  For the summer of  2014 we will put together and train   
monitoring teams and test how well our protocols and fish ID methods work.  

 The goal of  the program is to assess what fish are in the urban rivers and to involve the urban communities 
in water quality issues.  Although the project will end in September 2014, we hope the communities will continue to 
monitor and learn about their rivers.  

WPWA has acted as both fiscal agent and consultant on this project.

oTHer CommuNiTy iNvoLvemeNT

Committee and Board Affiliations

  EPA Wetland Outreach Committee 

  Rhode Island Blueways Alliance

  Rhode Island Environmental Education Association

  Rhode Island Habitat Restoration Team 

  Rhode Island River Restoration Working Group

  Rhode Island Trail Advisory Committee

  RIDEM Priorities Work Groups

  Watershed Counts Wetland Indicators Committee  Fish smapling in the Woonosquatucket River

  Wetland Restoration Strategy Committee

Publications and Digital Media 

  Volume 30, Numbers 1-3 of  Watershed  published, with a total distribution by mail of  over 4000, and a 
global availability though our website.  

  Upper and Lower Wood River Trail maps were published and are available for download at http://wpwa.
org/paddling_maps.htm or http://www.exploreri.org/waterTrails.php.
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TREASURER’S 2013 FINANCIAL REPORT
Presented at the WPWA Annual Meeting May 28th 2014

Dear WPWA Members,

Coordination of the Pawcatuck River Fish Passage projects requires that significant amounts of   mon-
ey pass through the organization.  Last year, almost one-quarter million dollars were received and 
spent on river restoration work.  One of the requirements of the river restoration project is the WPWA 
must undergo a thorough A-133 audit each year.  Our auditors (YKSM, Westerly, RI) carefully exam-
ine our books and business practices.  I am pleased to report that the audit of the 2011 financial year 
found everything to be in order and the business practices of the WPWA met or exceeded the require-
ment for an organization such as ours. The 2012 and 2013 audits are in process.  

We’ve nearly closed the financial books on the 2013 calendar year. I am pleased to report that we 
ended the year with a deficit of only a few hundred dollars.  This is remarkable given that our direct 
income and expenses were well over $300,000 in both categories.  Our cash-flow position was very 
strong and we ended the year with over $250,000 of cash on-hand and just over $100,000 in re-
ceivables.  Much of this is earmarked for the campus renovation supported by our Champlin capital 
revolving fund. Some general patterns that we saw last budget-year were: (1) educational programs 
had higher income and lower costs than we expected, (2) membership and donations were below the 
amounts we targeted but our targets were very ambitious, and (3) costs to WPWA in administering 
the dam         removal projects were low.

Under the leadership of President Desbonnet we have initiated a new budgeting process where all 
income and expenses are directly tied to the annual workplan. The process seems to be working very 
well and will allow us to better prioritize staff time on projects and program administration.

Finally, the Treasurer extends his sincere thanks to the WPWA accountant, Ms. Kristy Armstrong, 
for the care she has taken in tracking our finances and the diligence she has shown in keeping the      
Treasurer, Executive Director, and Board informed of our financial position at all times. Thanks also 
go to the staff of the WPWA for their excellent work in keeping program costs down and working 
within the budgets we establish for the organization.

Respectfully Submitted,

 

Peter August

Treasurer
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