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TRUSTEES  STAFF  

 

Board of Trustees 
Harold R. Ward, President 

                                              Robert Schiedler, 1st V.President     Anna F. Prager, 2nd V.President 
                                                       Kenneth F. Payne, Secretary     Richard C. Holliday, Treasurer 
                                                                             Malcolm Grant      Dante G. Ionata 
                                                                          Gaytha Langlois       Saul B. Saila 

Nancy Hess 
 

Board of Advisors 
W. Edward Wood     Peter W. Arnold 

Gabriel Warren    John C. Levanti 
Meg Kerr

 

Staff 
Lori Urso, Executive Director 

Denise J. Poyer, Program Director                              
Danielle Aube, Program Assistant 
Michelle Hetu, URI Coastal Fellow 

 
  VOLUNTEERS   

 

Americorp Students 
Piper Aube 
Carol Ann & Mark Baker 
Al Ball 
Todd Barber 
Born to be Free Nature Ctr. 
Tom Boving 
Jay Boyer 
John Boyle 
Ginger Brown 
Peter Brownell 
BSA Troop 1, Hope Valley 
Chris Burgess 
Lawson Cary 
Susan Cerullo 
Marc Chartier 
Raymond Cherenzia 
CMS 8th Grade Science Cls. 
Jim Cole 
Mal Cooper 
Jim Cummings 
Sam Curry 
Al DeBeaulieu 
Sharon Dragon 
Amy Drake 
Michele Eldridge 
Ana Flores 
Karen Giourard 
Mal Grant 
Linda Green 
Ray Hartenstein 
William Hayes 
Sindy Hempstead 
Elizabeth Herron 
Nancy Hess 
Elly Heyder 

Charlie Hickox 
Dick Holliday 
Barton Hurley 
Dante & Angela Ionata 
Tony Imbroglio 
Al Jaffa 
Karen & Michael Jarret 
Barry Jensen 
Bill Jones 
Lorraine Joubert 
Peter & Marnie Lacouture 
The Lamprey Family 
Gaytha Langlois 
Jim, Jamie & Danny Latimer 
Joe & Vera Lavin 
Bill & Chris LeHerissier 
Jim Lehr 
Anthony Lombardo 
George Loomis 
Dennis Louden 
Greg Mannesto  
Keith Manning 
Sandy Neuschatz 
Jeffrey Nield 
Ray Norcia 
Nuweetoon School Students 
Tom O'Connell 
John O'Meara 
Ken Payne 
Bob Perry 
Gary Point 
Manny Point 
Daniel Potts 
Ed Poyer 
Anna F. Prager 
Stewart Pucci 

Christopher Quinn 
Marty Richards 
Mal Rochford 
Monique DiSanto Rosario DVM 
Bill Rush 
Nick & Lois Russell 
RYSE School at Chariho 
Saul & Jennifer Saila 
Betty & Mitch Salomon 
Steve Sawyer 
Robert & Betty Schiedler 
Joanne & Adam Serdynski 
Geoff & Susan Sewell 
Anne Sheffield 
Peter & Ginny Stack 
Sonya Stedman 
Mary Ann & Cody Sumner 
Amy Tait-Kamradt 
Anne Tavares 
Bev Thomas 
Gerry Trottier 
Al Truchon 
Gino Turano 
Chris Turner 
Sara Urso 
Harold Ward 
Gabriel Warren 
Dave Whelan 
Jessica Winezar 
Jake & Linda Wise 
Millie & Werner Wiskari 
Dr. Richard Wolke 
Linda & Ed Wood 
Virginia Wooten 
Heidi Wright 



 MEMBERSHIPS 2005-06  
 
Patrons ($500) 
David & Gerry Cunningham 
Liepold Tool & Die Co. 
Peter & Ann Rothschild 
Harold R. Ward 
 
Sponsors ($250) 
Bradford Dyeing Association 
Pamela Crandall 
Mal & Marilyn Grant 
Kenyon Industries 
Lathrop Insurance  
The Moore Company 
Mr. Thomas F. Moore 
Kenneth Payne & Helen Drew 
Burt Strom 
 
Supporters ($100) 
John & Grania Ackley 
Brian & Sally Allen 
Joellen Anderson 
Paul & Marylou Arakelian 
Elaine Caldarone & William Keith 
Mike & Susan Cerullo 
John Colozzi 
Ted & Mariette Dionne  
Ellen Dodge 
Mary Gordon & Arthur Cash 
Robert Gormley, SCAT Fdtn. 
Myrna George 
Bruce & Susan Guarino 
Carl Hagenstein 
Elwood & Cynthia Johnson 
Joseph & Katherine Kirby 
Peter & Marnie Lacouture 
Jon Lallo 
Gaytha Langlois 
Kurt & Mary Lenzen 
Fred & Barbara Leonard 
William Meyer 
Arthur & Martha Milot 
Ruth Foster Morgan 
Mount Tom Land Trust, Inc. 
Henry & Susan Muller 
Brian & Barbara Murphy 
Ocean Pharmacy 
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph O’Connell 
Eric Orava 
Robert & Gail Ornstein 
Palmer Farm 
Wayne & Mary Pescatello 
Martin & Barbara Pierce 
Bradford J. Preston 
Douglas Randall, Randall Realtors 
Tom & Helen Rowe-Drake 
David Salomon & Allison Crump 
Betty and Mitch Salomon 
David A. Serra, VMD 
Jeffrey & Mary Shepherd 
Thurman & Doris Silks 
So. County Tourism Council 
Stonington Conservation Comm. 

Rick Urban 
United Builders Supply 
Howard and Michelle Walker 
Bill and Peggy Warner 
George Werrbach III 
Ed and Linda Wood 
Charles C. Wright 
 
Contributors ($50) 
Bill & Chris Anderson 
John Barney 
Gail Bonner 
Alan Buck, Technical Maintenance 
Harvey Buford 
Boone Lake Improvement Assoc. 
Raymond Cherenzia 
Robert Conrad, MD 
Rebecca Corbett 
Ernest and Jean Dion 
Helen Drew & Ken Payne 
Donald Forsyth 
Donald & Jane Gest 
Peter Gill 
Paula & Frank Glista 
Linda & Howland Green 
Robert B. Hertling, Jr. 
Mimi Johnson & John Karlsson  
Deborah & Richard Latham 
Thomas Lloyd 
Patrick Manzi 
Denis McAuliffe 
John & Karin McCormick 
Susan Moffett 
Sanford Neuschatz 
Charles Novitz &  
   Eve Krzyzanowski 
Dr. & Mrs. Ralph O’Connell 
Maurice Orlando 
Alfred “Gus” Pagel 
John & David Parker 
Sandra M. Poirier 
Mary Popiolek 
Stewart Pucci  
Mac & Beth Richardson 
Bruce & Nancy Rollins 
Thomas P. Sculco, MD 
Henry & Peggy Sharpe 
Gerald Sheperis 
Janice & John Sieburth 
Robert Swanson 
James Tackach 
Thomas Twyman 
Joseph & Evelyn Ungaro 
Lori Urso & Marty Richards 
Westerly Savings Bank 
Dr. Philo Willetts 
Wincheck Pond Property    
   Owners & Taxpayers Assoc. 
Jake & Linda Wise 
 
Family ($40) 
Richard & Marcie Albro 

Rocco & Sally Andreozzi 
Manfred & Dan Armbruster 
Arthur & Julia Armstrong 
Carol & Edward Baker 
All Ball 
Tim Barney 
Ted & Jo-Ann Bates 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Bearn 
Chris Beck & Carolyn Ellis 
Joseph Berardy 
A. Curtis & Linda J. Bergaren 
Michael & Rebecca Blatt 
Eileen & Robert Bohler 
Michael & Laura Bottaro 
Frederick Bouldrey 
James & Mary Boyer 
James & Elizabeth Boylan 
Julia Bradford &  Charles Warner 
Efrem Bromberg  &  Nancy Graham 
Carole & David Brown 
Marylou & Don Brown 
Bob & Charlene Butler 
Lawson & Gloria Cary 
Richard Casten 
Sarah Celone 
Joseph & Joan Ceo 
Marty & George Champlin, Jr. 
Kin Fu Chan 
Teres & Sheldon Charles 
Alan & Deirdre Church 
James & Bernice Clancy 
Joyce & William Clark III 
Leila Connolly 
Mary Anne & Maury Connors 
Peter & Karin Conopask 
Sarah Conyngham 
Charlotte & Arthur Cottrell III 
David & Cassandra Crandall 
Ann Crawford & Bill Bishop 
David & Gerry Cunningham 
Alan & Charlene Desbonnet 
Judith & Karl Doerner 
John & Constance Donahue 
Tim & Brenda Drury 
William Ehlert & Lauryne Coleman 
Dr. & Mrs. A. John Elliot 
Adele & Robert Erisman 
Clayton R. Eva 
Cliff & Canna Falby 
Michael & Cynthia Farrell 
Carol & Ed Fazio 
Shannon Ferraro 
Robert A. & Janice H. Fifer 
Warren Fitzpatrick & Chris Kelly 
Dennis & Marylou Fritz 
Paul & Christa Gardner 
Bruce Gillard  
   & Cheryl Hollingworth 
Dr. R. Bruce Gillie 
Peter & Dawn Glankoff 
Roger & Linda Greenall 



Jean & Stephen Grillo 
Ron Harwood & Gail Fisher 
Alexis, David & Renee Heitman 
Peter Heywood & Nancy Jacobs  
George & Frances Hinteregger 
Thomas J. Hodgkinson 
William & Annie Holland 
Richard & Ardis Holliday 
Gerard & Margaret Houle 
Kerv & Irene Hyland 
Pat, Richard, Evan, CC & Lily Isted 
Allison & Phil Jennings 
Harmon & Nancy Kelley 
Richard L. Kenyon 
Meg Kerr & Bob Vanderslice 
Pierre Koussa 
Randal C. Lamb 
Deborah LaRosa 
James Lauro & Family 
William Leherissier 
Thomas & Lynne Malone 
Susan Masket & Marty Stilling 
Claude & Lisa Masse 
Bill & Kathy McKendree 
Carol & Stephen McTaggart 
David & Elizabeth McNab 
Scott & Susan Millar 
Bill & Maureen Mitchell 
Merrill & Margaret Moone 
Barbara Nichols 
Thomas & Ruth O’Brien 
John A. Palumbo 
John R. Payne, Jr. 
Harvey & Sarah Perry 
Mike & Pam Perry 
Jan & Anna Prager 
Douglas & Eugenia Rayner 
Ben & MaryLou Richmond 
Tim & Marie Robertson 
Noel Rowe & Abigail Barber 
Saul & Jennifer Saila 
Deborah Salomon & 
   Donald D’Avanzo 
Judith Salomon & Jerry Weiss 
Sandra Saunders & Fred Griffith 
Robert & Betty Schiedler 
Carl & Shirley Schwaab 
Susan Shaw & John Buscaglia 
Gail Shea & Thomas Haggerty 
Catherine Silks & Jose delValle 
Maryjane Spooner & Tom Butler 
Thomas St. Clair 
Erika Steele & Peter Migliaccio 
Michael & Bonnie Stewart 
Leslie & Margaret Stone 
Michael & Debbie Strawderman 
Kristine & Everett Stuart 
Andrew & Jennifer Tainsh 
Eric & Catherine Taylor 
Michael J. Taylor 
Richard Torrey 
Charles & Bette Toscano 
Patricia & Richard Traynor 

The Turano Family 
Mike Urgo 
George & Anne Utter 
John & Elizibeth Varas 
Anne Veeger 
Michael & Ruth Waldman 
David I. Wallis 
Donna & Henry Walsh 
Robert Ward 
Bill & Peggy Warner 
John & Doree Webster 
Jane & Bob Whyte 
Gary & Jean Williams 
Ann & Walter Wojciechowski 
William & Heidi Wright 
 
Individual ($25) 
William Aldrich 
Maria Aliberti 
Priscilla Allen 
Tilo R. Angiolilli 
Kristy Armstrong 
Peter W. Arnold 
William F. Arnold 
Karen J. Asher 
Peter August 
Clare Bailey 
Alan Banister 
Sandi Barber 
Philip Barney 
Kim Beam 
Louis Belanger 
Richard Bergeron 
Ed Blamires 
Sam Bliven 
Bob Bolton 
Michael Bontecou 
George & Janice Boss 
John Bouchard 
Philip Bourque 
David Brown 
Erika Boyd 
David Brown 
Thomas Brown 
Peter Brownell 
Thomas Bryson 
Don Buchanan 
Alan W. Buck  
Philip Budlong 
Claire Card 
Eugene Charrette 
Barbara Chaves 
Anna Coit 
James A. Cole 
Betty Connors 
Marie (Mimi) Corey 
Gloria Courtois 
Mrs. Philip B. Cowles 
Carol Craig 
Wayland Currie 
Joseph Czerwinski 
Paul Dauk 
Barbara Davis 
Marc Davis 

Joseph De Angelis 
Alan C. DeBeaulieu 
Deb Dembo 
Liz Diaz 
J. Michael Divney 
Nathaniel P. Dodge 
Jeannine Dougherty 
James & Anna Downs 
Sharon Dragon 
John Drew 
Judy Dobbrow 
Rev. Dr. David Eaton 
Don Elliott 
Rosann B. Evans 
Virginia F. Farquhar 
Paul Follett 
Fred Furlong 
Jordan Galetti, Jr. 
Andrea Gardiner 
Thomas Ginnerty 
Thomas Ginty Jr. 
Karen Girouard 
Thomas Godbout 
Paul Goscinski 
Lisa Gould 
Neil Gouvin 
Earl P. Grant 
Tom Green 
Karen Greene 
Christopher Hawver 
Larry Hayden 
James H. Heim 
Todd Hellewell 
Mabel S. Hempstead 
Nancy Hess 
Elly Heyder 
Kevin Horrigan 
Michael Hoxsie 
Tony Imbriglio 
Peter Innis 
Lawrence Jacobson 
Alan Jaffa 
James Jager 
Barry Jensen 
Howard Johnson 
Ed Kane 
Judy Keller 
Joseph R. Kenyon 
Frederick S. Kenney 
Brother Kevin Kiernan 
James Knapp 
Diana Kushner 
David Kuylen 
Robert C. Lawrence 
John C. Levanti, Esq. 
Dorothy L. Lewis 
Agatha Littlefield 
Dennis M. Loudon 
John Lowe III 
Paul D. Lynch 
William F. MacLean 
Suzanne MacLear 
Doug & Joan MacPherson 



Michelle Madden 
Jennifer Maini 
Joanne Malise 
Eileen Malsick 
Paola Mangiacapra 
Angelo Mangili 
Nancy & Thomas Mann 
Barry & Michelle Marland 
Paul Martin 
Ronald Mayer 
Donald McGovern 
Joan McGrath 
Robert McRoberts 
Mike Merner 
William D. Metz 
Peter Meyer 
John & Emily Miller 
Steven Miller 
Jeanette C. Misuraca 
Wayne Mollohan 
Richard W. Nagle 
Anne Nalwalk 
Patty & Ray Norcia 
Noel Nutini 
James O’Brien 
Brian O’Connor 
Deirdre O’Connor 
Candace Oviatt 
Phillip Owen 
Donald Packer 
Mary Padbury 
Richard A. Paliotte 
Robert E. Palme 
Sara Panciera 

Marlies Parent 
James Patton, Jr. 
Ralph Perri 
Robert Perry Jr. 
Paul Pezza 
Robert Pietrusza 
Nancy Potter 
David Pugh 
Christopher A. Quinn 
Richard Quinn 
Douglas Rhodes 
Carla Ricci 
Sylvia Rice 
Mal Rochford 
Robert Rohm 
Jim Rubovitz 
Roy Rushford 
Christy Russell 
Stanley Rybka 
George J. Sadue 
Mr. Francis Sargent, Jr. 
George F. Scheck 
Chris Schuh 
Cathy Sharkey 
Chris Sheldon 
Daniel Shults 
Dr. Richard Slimak 
Elizabeth Smith 
Henry Snow 
Louis P. Sposato 
Charlie Squillante 
Sara Stelzner 
St. Leo’s Boy Scout Troop 18 
Edward P. Storti 

Duane Taylor 
Lyn Thomas 
Pat & Bob Thompson 
Robert Thompson 
Barbara B. Tobin 
John Topping 
Arthur Viens 
Fred Vocatura 
Elizabeth Walsh 
Nancy R. Weissmuller 
Gary Whitney 
Robert Williams 
Peter Winne 
Richard Wood 
Helen Wood 
Robert Woods 
Virginia Wootten 
 
Life  Members 
Daniel Farrell 
Robert Goodwin 
Barton C. Hurley 
Peter Lisle 
James Mancini, M.D. 
Robert Mancini 
Brian & Kathy McCuin 
Hatsy Moore 
C.D. Putnam, Jr. 
John Quinn 
Henry Sharp III & Julia Randall 
Susan & Carl Rosen 
Raymond Schwab 
Susan & Geoffry Sewell 
Joseph Zegarzewski 

 

    DONATIONS   
 

ANNUAL APPEAL GIFTS 
 
Leadership Giving   
($1000 and above) 
Richard  & Ardis Holliday 
URE Outfitters 
 
Major Donor  
 ($500 to $999) 
Ashaway Line & Twine 
David & Gerry Cunningham 
Eric Bibler & Chris Morrow 
Harold R. Ward 
 
1983 Founders’ Society  
($250 to $499) 
Philip E. Brencher 
Roger & Linda Greenall 
Michael Jordon 
Bob & Betty Schiedler 
 
Trustees’ Circle  
 ($100 to $249) 
Anonymous 
Manfred Armbruster 
Raymond Cherenzia 
Joanne d’Alcomo 
Ted & Mariette Dionne 

Joel Dirlam 
Richard M. Flynn 
Donald W. Forsyth 
John F. Hall, Jr. 
Dante G. & Angela B. Ionata 
Butch Jencks, Haul-Away Inc. 
Peter & Margaret Lacouture 
John H. Lathrop 
Bill & Kathy McKendree 
Henry A. Muller 
Mary Padbury 
Kenneth F. Payne 
Stewart T. Pucci 
Lorraine & Doug Randall 
Bruce & Debbie Rogers 
Saul B. Saila 
Betty & Mitch Salomon 
David Salomon & Allison Crump 
Stonington Garden Club 
Thurman & Doris Silks 
Paul F. Singer 
Rick Urban 
Lori Urso 
Gabriel Warren & Ana Flores 
 
Watershed Club  
($50 to $99) 

Anonymous 
Peter & Sandy Arnold 
Al Ball 
Alan Banister 
Fredericka Bettinger 
Gail Bonner 
Alan J. Buck 
Philip Budlong 
Roberta M. Burkhardt 
Dr. John & Annette Coleman 
Dr. Robert L. Conrad 
Steve Crandall 
Ann Crawford & Bill Bishop 
Dr. & Mrs. A. John Elliot 
R. Bruce Gillie 
Francis & Susan Golet 
Neil Gouvin 
Ms. Mabel S. Hempstead 
Dr. Charles F. Hickox 
Frances & Georg Hinteregger 
Robert Hoffman 
John H. Howland 
Ronalee Johannsen 
Jon D. Lallo 
Rob & Peggy Leeson 
William & Doreen LeHerissier 



John C. Levanti, Esq. 
Ms. Agatha Littlefield 
Joseph D. Lombardo 
Dennis M. Loudon 
John & Rogean Makowski 
Joseph & Teresa Mellor 
Denis McAuliffe 
Susan C. Moffett 
Gus Pagel 
John Parker 
Ms. Sandra Poirier 
Anna F. Prager 
John & Janice Sieburth 
Catherine Silks &  Jose del Valle 
Dr. Richard Slimak 
Eric & Cathy Taylor 
Wescon Corp. of CT 
William Blunt White 
Jake & Linda Wise 
 
Stream of Friends 
 (Up to $49) 
Anonymous 
Michael Annarummo 
William F. Arnold 
Karen J. Asher 
Sam Bliven, A&B Oil 
Roland A. Boisclair 
Arthur Cash & Mary Gordon  
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Ceo 
Mr. & Mrs. James T. Clancy 
Arthur & Charlotte Cottrell 
Gloria Courtois 
Mrs. Philip B. Cowles, Jr. 
Wayland Currie 
Joe Czerwinski 
Barbara Hale Davis 
Alan C. DeBeaulieu 
Martin Deede 
Charlene & Alan Desbonnet 
Nathaniel P. Dodge 
Dawn Dove 
Sharon Dragon 
A. E. Frost 
Mr. Philip A. Gauvin 
Dawn & Peter Glankoff 

Robert A. Heberg 
Peter S. Innis 
James A. Jager 
James Kelley 
Brother Kevin J. Kiernan 
M. J. Malina 
James & Frances Mancini 
Paul Martin 
Ms. Elizabeth McClung 
Joan McGrath 
Dave & Elizabeth McNab 
William D. Metz 
Mr. Richard I. Millar 
Steven E. Miller 
David & Jill Moretti 
James L. O’Brien 
Candace A. Oviatt 
Donald J. Packer 
Ralph Perri 
Gladys J. Ponichtera 
Nancy Potter 
James Quinn 
Donald & Rose Robadue 
Christy G. Russell 
Elizabeth Scott & Patrick Quinn 
Geoff & Susan Sewall 
Chris Sheldon 
Charles S. Soloveitzik 
Peter & Virginia Stack 
Steven E. Stillson 
Mary Anne Sumner 
John Topping 
Rob Woods 
 
INDIVIDUAL GIFTS 
 
$ 100 to $ 250 
Stonington Conservation Comm. 
Douglas & Eugenia Rayner 
 
$ 50 to $ 100 
Manfred & Dan Armbruster 
Elaine Caldarone & William Keith 
James H. Heim 
Merrill & Margaret Moone 
Saul & Jennifer Saila 

Sandra Saunders & Fred Griffith 
Charles C. Wright 
 
$ 25 to $ 50 
George & Janice Boss 
  (In memory of Leroy Bitgood) 
Alan & Mary Dawley Buck 
  (In memory of Leroy Bitgood) 
Jim & Tesa Downs 
  (In memory of Leroy Bitgood) 
Karen A. Greene 
  (In memory of Leroy Bitgood) 
John C. Levanti, Esq. 
Thomas & Nancy Mann 
Susan Shaw & John Buscaglia 
Nancy R. Weissmuller 
 
Up to $ 25  
Louis Belanger 
Marty & George Champlin Jr. 
Paul Dauk 
Barbara Davis 
Joseph DeAngelis 
Nathaniel P. Dodge 
Clayton R. Eva 
Canna & Cliff Falby 
Shannon Ferraro 
Bruce Gillard  
   & Cheryl Hollingworth 
Thomas J. Hodgkinson 
Joseph Kenyon 
Richard L. Kenyon 
Pierre Koussa 
Dorothy L. Lewis 
  (In memory of Leroy Bitgood) 
Dennis Loudon  
William F. MacLean 
Doug & Joan MacPherson 
Jennifer Maini 
Paola Mangiacapra 
John & Emily Miller 
Jeannette Misuraca 
Noel Nutini 
Marianne & Jack Sumner 
Duane B. Taylor 
Heidi & William Wright 

 
  MITCH AND BETTY SALOMON ENDOWMENT   

 

Brightman Hill Charitable Trust   $15,000 
Community Foundation of Southeastern CT  $2,000 

 

Up to $150 
Helen Behrens 
Paul Blakeslee 
Don Chace 
Helen Drew 
Louise S.K. Fair 
Joyce & Jerry Fingerut 
Ana Flores 
Elizabeth Freeman 
Elizabeth Herron 
Linda Green 
A. Bliss Hoffman 

Catherine King & Thomas Keefe 
Peter & Marnie Lacouture 
Charles Novitz & Eve Krzyzanowski 
George Penniman & Anne Lacouture Penniman 
Susan Masket & Marty Stilling 
Nod Meyer 
Selma Moss-Ward 
Carolyn Moultrop 
Carla Ricci 
Lori Urso 
Susan K. Vandervliet 
Michelle Walker 



  IN KIND DONATIONS   
 

Cherenzia & Associates - Engineering & Surveying                     E Z Waste Systems, Inc. – Earth Day Trash Container 
Koch Eye Associates – Staff hours                   RI DEM – Portable restrooms in summer 
Mills Creek Natural Market                                                              URE Outfitters - equipment 
The Fantastic Umbrella Factory                                                        Stop & Shop of Richmond   
Tim Hortons of Richmond, Wyoming and Ashaway 
 

  FOUNDATION GRANTS   
 

Brightman Hill Charitable Foundation                       $  15,000       Mitch & Betty Salomon Endowment 
The Forrest & Frances Lattner  Foundation                    50,000       2005-06 Scientific Programs 
Miriam  C. Horton Trust                                                     2,000        Recreational Programs 
The Nature Conservancy                                                    3,000        Brook Trout Study 
WPWA Mitch & Betty Salomon Endowment                     701        Regional program support 
Trout Unlimited Embrace-A-Stream                                 9,650        Brook Trout Study 
John Wald Science Foundation                                           3,000       Small Dam Study 
 
 

  GOVERNMENT GRANTS   
 

RI Rivers Council                 5,000 
RI General Assembly           5,000 
Town of Richmond                 800 
Town of Charlestown             600 

Town of Stonington              1000 
Town of Hopkinton                600  
     and Property Tax Exemptions 

 
 PARTNER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS  

 

Appalachian Mountain Club 
RI Aquatic Resource Education Center 
CT Dept. of Environmental Protection 
Community Development Consortium 
MA Dept. of Environmental Protection 
Mt. Tom Land Trust 
Narragansett Bay Estuary Program 
Narrow River Preservation Association 
The Nature Conservancy  
RI Canoe and Kayak Association 
RI Dept. of Environmental Management 
RI Resource Recovery Corporation 
RI Trail Advisory Committee 
RI Environmental Education Association 
RI Natural History Survey 
RI Rivers Council 
Richmond Rural Preservation Land Trust 
Southern RI Conservation District 
Thames River Basin Partnership 
The Trustees of Lyman Preserve 

Tomaquag Museum 
Town of Charlestown 
Town of Hopkinton 
Town of Richmond 
Town of Exeter 
Town of Stonington 
Town of Westerly 
Trout Unlimited Narragansett Chapter 
Trout Unlimited Mass/RI Council 
United Fly Tyers of RI 
University of Rhode Island 
URI Coastal Fellow Program 
URI Cooperative Extension Service 
USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
US EPA, Region 1 
Washington County Land Trust Coalition 
Washington Cty Regional Planning Council 
Westerly Land Trust

 
  ORGANIZATIONAL STATUS   

 

The Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association (WPWA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 
conservation organization founded in 1983 and incorporated in the State of RI. WPWA is governed 
by a Board of Trustees, and employs a full-time executive director, full-time program director, a 
part-time program assistant, and in the summer a college intern.  More than 100 individuals make 
up WPWA’s volunteer force.   

 

WPWA enjoys the support of more than 800 members and donors from within the 
watershed, throughout the states of RI & CT, and nationwide. 



 

In 1999, WPWA was designated Watershed Council for the Pawcatuck by the RI Rivers 
Council, pursuant to RIGL 46-28-8, giving it legal standing to advocate on behalf of the Wood-
Pawcatuck Watershed resource. This status was renewed in 2004 for an additional five years. 
 

 The campus is situated on the banks of the upper Wood River at the Barberville Dam and 
Fishing Access in Hope Valley.  In 1993 WPWA established its permanent headquarters, and in 
2001 dedicated an easement to the State of RI for the location of a handicapped-accessible fishing 
pier and canoe launch on our property. 
 

  PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS   
 

RESEARCH AND WATER QUALITY   
 

Integrated Small Streams Studies 
 

This past year WPWA continued our studies on small streams in the watershed for stream 
temperature and macroinvertebrates.  The sites were selected to coincide with priority sites in the 
Pawcatuck Optimization Project.  This project, which is being conducted by the US Geological 
Service and the Natural Resource Conservation Service, will be able to run models of water 
withdrawals and their impacts to streams and groundwater.  Temperature data loggers were 
installed at twenty-five sites on the Queen, Chipuxet, Chickasheen and Shunock Rivers, as well as 
Roaring, Meadow and Taney Brooks.  While only half the data loggers were recovered, the data 
did demonstrate the profound effect of hot dry weather on the small streams.  This information can 
be used to argue that any further impact, such as water withdrawal or vegetation removal, can 
make the stream uninhabitable to native fish.   

 

In addition, eight sites on the Wood, Queen and Beaver Rivers, and Meadow Brook, were 
sampled for freshwater benthic macroinvertebrates according to EPA protocols.  Most of these sites 
show relative good quality, based on species composition. 
  

Fish assemblage sampling was attempted on three very small streams in August.  This 
study was meant to supplement RI Department of Environmental Management Data on streams 
with native brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis).  However, due the lack of precipitation that month, 
the streams were too dry to sample at the time. 
  

Biological Control of Invasive Species  
 

 The Plant Science Department of URI teamed up with WPWA to provide biological control 
for a small section of the Pawcatuck River.  Purple Loosestrife, (Lythrum salicaria), can wreak 
havoc on a fresh water river system.  This ornamental plant from Europe has invaded and 
degraded wetland habitats across the continent, completely taking over an area and effectively 
crowding out native plants.  In addition, purple loosestrife presents no nutritional or habitat value 
to native wildlife.  Over the last 10 years URI has developed a program using Galerucella beetles 
from Europe to slow down and minimize the growth of the loosestrife. 

 

In June, with the help of URI Coastal Fellow Michele Hetu, and Watershed Steward Brian 
Allen, WPWA set up a study area in the Pawcatuck River, east of Rt. 112.   This section has shown 
a rapid increase of the invasive plant over the last decade.  However, it still has a vital native 
wetland plant community.  By controlling the spread of purple loosestrife before it damages this 
area, WPWA hopes we can maintain and even improve the high quality of this wetland.  The 
purpose of the study area is to document the effectiveness of the beetles in controlling purple 
loosestrife at that site.   In July, over 2500 adult Galerucella beetles were released at the study area, 
and event documented on Channel 10 News Watershed Report.  The hope is that larvae that 
emerge from eggs laid by these adults in the spring of 2006 should do measurable damage to the 
plants.   



  

The future of the study involves continued monitoring at the study area, additional beetle 
releases, and scouting the rivers for other significant loosestrife stands.  
 

Anadromous Brook Trout Study 
 

As a continuation of our Brook trout habitat studies, WPWA expanded its research area 
into a watershed with a known population of anadromous brook trout. Red Brook Stream on the 
Lyman Preserve in Wareham, MA served as our remote field location to look more closely at 
anadomous habitat, as well as an opportunity to learn more about the brook trout’s behavior in 
salt water. 
 

With funding from Trout Unlimited Embrace-A-Stream, The Lattner Foundation, and The 
Nature Conservancy, WPWA set out to tag native sea-run trout with DST Micro data loggers, 
developed by Star-Oddi in Iceland, these high-tech, and very tiny, data loggers are placed inside 
the fish, and record 12 months of depth, temperature, and salinity information. Recovery of one 
tagged trout that has ventured out to sea and back could provide never-before discovered 
information about the travels of the anadromous trout. 
 

Program partners include MA Dept. of Environmental Protection, The Trustees of Lyman 
Preserve, Trout Unlimited Narragansett Chapter, and principal investigator Dr. Saul Saila, and 
field veterinary surgeon Dr. Richard Wolke. 
 

 Surface Water Quality 
 

 Of the 51 watershed pond, river and stream sites in RI and CT monitored through the URI 
Watershed Watch Program, WPWA was sponsor of 36.  Ponds monitored included Alton, Barber, 
Browning Mill, Hundred Acre, Meadowbrook, Pasquisett, Watchaug, White Brook, Wincheck, 
Wordens, Wyoming, Yawgoo, Boone Lake and Wyassup Lake.  The Usquepaug, Ashaway, 
Chipuxet, Pawcatuck, Queen and Shunock Rivers were monitored, as were Assekonk, Brushy, 
Chickasheen, Fisherville, Glen Rock, Locke, Moscow, Sherman, Taney and Tomaquag Brooks. Fifty 
volunteers monitored dissolved oxygen, temperature, chlorophyll, bacteria and nutrients at each 
site. 
 

 Among the 19 ponds, four were oligatrophic, eight were mesotrophic, and seven were 
either eutrophic or hypereutrophic.  Queen River at Usquepaugh, Breakheart and Wincheck ponds 
improved from mesotrophic to oligatrophic since the previous year, while Spaulding, White Brook, 
and Yawgoo ponds went from eutrophic to hypereutrophic, continuing a downward trend in all 
three ponds.  To address the adverse effects of nutrients in Yawgoo and Barber Ponds, WPWA 
applied for 319 non-point source pollution funds from the State of RI to develop a watershed plan 
for the ponds.  The award was made in October 2005; however the project is on hold until a grant 
agreement is provided by the RI Department of Environmental Management 
 

 Two thirds of the stream and river sites exceeded the EPA guidelines for total nitrogen at 
least once in 2005.  Four sites on the main stem of the Pawcatuck River exceeded guidelines for 
most of the summer.  This is of concern because RI DEM has listed the Pawcatuck Estuary on their 
list of impaired waters for low dissolved oxygen, which can be a consequence of excessive 
nitrogen.  A TMDL for the tidal Pawcatuck River is scheduled to be done by 2008. 
 

 Research Publications 
 

 Saila, S., D. Poyer, and D. Aube. 2005. Small Dams and Habitat Quality in Low Order Streams. 
  Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association, Hope Valley, RI. 
 



 Poyer, D., and M. Hetu. 2005. Study of Maximum Daily Stream Temperatures of Select Streams 
  in the Pawcatuck Watershed, Summer 2005. Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed Association, 
  Hope Valley, RI. 
 
 Poyer, D., S.  Saila, A.  Gulliot, and D. Aube. 2005. Freshwater Macroinvertebrate Sampling  
  Near Small Dams in the Pawcatuck Watershed. Wood-Pawcatuck Watershed   
  Association, Hope Valley, RI. 
 

STEWARDSHIP, POLICY AND ADVOCACY 
 

  Early in 2005, WPWA participated in the development of the Watershed Council Notice 
Rule, a regulation of the RI Rivers Council that requires municipalities and state agencies to 
provide notice to watershed councils of proposals and permits in their watersheds. Grant funds 
from RI Rivers Council supported WPWA’s development of procedures for dealing with public 
notice, which can quickly become overwhelming when generated by several towns and the state.  
 

RI Rivers Council funding also supported a ten-week effort to search archived state solid 
waste compliance files for outstanding violations and consent orders in the watershed region. 
WPWA worked with staff at RIDEM Office of Compliance and Inspection to retrieve 21 boxes of 
archived files, dating as far back as the mid-1980’s, for follow-up review. This was both fact-
finding, to get an idea of historical cases in the watershed, and investigatory, to see if violators 
were found in compliance before the cases were filed as closed. 

 

An illegal dump in Hopkinton that escaped RIDEM compliance for several years was the 
focus of investigation and calls for action from WPWA to state and local officials.  

 

WPWA participated in several planning sessions targeting the Pawcatuck Borderlands 
Region identified by The Nature Conservancy as an unsegmented forest area in need of proactive 
conservation efforts. 
 

 Public meetings were attended in several communities to comment on proposed 
amendments to Comprehensive Plans relative to affordable housing goals.  WPWA advocated for 
protection of sensitive watershed areas from the impacts of high-density proposals.   
 

 Community Development Consortium, representing development funds for Hopkinton, 
Richmond, and Exeter, recruited WPWA to participate in efforts to regionalize wastewater 
management in these three communities on a phased basis. 

 

WPWA advocated for wastewater management plan enforcement for the Exeter Job Corps 
Center, located in the otherwise protected Queen River watershed.  WPWA is developing 
protocols for more directed studies of temperature along the Queen for next season, and will work 
with RI Watershed Steward Ray Hartenstein to study freshwater mussels in the basin. 

 

High-impact development proposals in Hopkinton, Charlestown, and other watershed 
towns continued the call for local advocacy of watershed resources in the face of inevitable growth.  
WPWA helped thwart a proposed ATV park proposed for the site adjacent to Ninigret Wildlife 
Refuge.  Proposals to develop along the Route 95 corridor, and proposals for zoning changes, from 
Stonington to West Greenwich, have become more frequent, calling for increased vigilance over 
the past few years.   

 
RECREATION, PUBLIC ACCESS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
The big news was the opening of our seasonal “camp store” in the program building at 

the campus. Here visitors can get maps and information, bottled water, and other items. The 
store opens around Opening Day and closes for the season around Thanksgiving. 
 



In the area of public access, WPWA worked with RI DOT and RI DEM to complete the land 
transfer necessary for the Switch Road access improvement project to progress.  Pending 
improvements to the portage around Bradford Dam remain under development, and additional 
funding sources sought, for the combined fishway restoration and portage improvement program. 
Finally, WPWA completed preliminary site plans for the Bonner and Brown property sites in 
Ashaway.  Progress is being made slowly toward the removal of materials from the Bonner site. 
 

 Four volunteers worked on maintaining the Browning Mill Pond trail.  Several more 
volunteers worked on blow-down clearing on the Wood and Pawcatuck rivers to improve 
navigation around obstructions. 
 

The recreational events offered by WPWA in 2005 attracted close to 400 participants with a 
variety of paddle, hiking, fishing, and instructional programs.  New this year was a Kayak Safety 
Course, taught by Four Points Canoe Outfitters, attended by 22 children and adults.   At least 25 
percent of the participants attending programs where under the age of 18. 
 

On Opening Day, our annual litter awareness initiative reached out to hundreds of 
fishermen on the need to carry out trash, encouraging them to use refillable coffee mugs instead of 
disposable styrofoam cups that are found all over our rivers and access areas, and to be vigilant on 
fishing line disposal.  Tim Hortons Coffee Shops donated free coffee for the event. 

 

Twenty-five volunteers participated in Earth Day cleanups throughout the watershed, led 
by our Chariho Community Service students. 

 
Fishing education programs expanded in 2005 to include several session of fly fishing and 

tying instruction with Trout Unlimited and United Fly Tyers, in addition to learn-to-fish programs 
at Carolina Hatchery with RIDEM Aquatic Resource Education Program. 

 

Students from Chariho’s RYSE (Reaching Youth through Support and Education) program 
offered community service hours to WPWA in exchange for kayak instruction.  WPWA provided 
kayaks for Tomaquag Museum Summer Camp  in August.  In total, 60 students benefited from 
these opportunities. 
 

 Weekly summer camp exploration programs drew 300 participants over eight weeks. Roger 
Williams Park Zoo, Dennison Pequot Nature Center, and Newman YMCA brought campers, as 
did two Boy Scout troops and one Girl Scout troop. Kayak instruction, aquatic exploration, and 
navigational guidance on the Wood River rounded out the program content.   

 
EDUCATION AND OUTREACH 

 

 Program director Denise Poyer worked directly with elementary and middle school 
students in the classroom and in the field. In all, 120 students participated in educational programs 
conducted in Hope Valley Elementary School, Exeter/West Greenwich Regional Junior High 
School, and Prout School in South Kingstown. aquatic exploration programs for April Vacation 
Camp at Camp Cononicus in Exeter, were provided for forty students. 
 

 Middle and high-school students from Chariho and Coventry participated in field tips and 
explorations.  Over 160 students participated in river kayaks and clean-ups, biological sampling, 
and water quality monitoring.  WPWA sponsored two students through the Chariho High School 
Community Service program in spring of 2005.    

 

In a program sponsored by the Narrow River Preservation Association, Denise taught an 
Active Watershed Education (AWEsome!) course over eight weeks of the spring semester.  
Twenty-six teachers from South Kingstown, North Kingstown, and Narragansett who took this 3-
credit, graduate level course learned about the physical, chemical, historical, and social aspects of a 
watershed.  The AWEsome! Curriculum guide will provide the teachers with activities and 



information to bring into their classroom.  An estimated 850 students are taught by these teachers 
every year. 

 

Denise participated in GEMS-Net training sessions on the Land & Water Kit for 24 
elementary school teachers in South County.  In addition, she helped organize the annual 
conference for the RI Environmental Educators’ Association for 65 formal and informal educators.  
Denise also took part in the RI State Envirothon Competition, providing instructions in the area of 
aquatic macroinvertebrates to 60 teachers and students.  She was involved in the judging of the 
competition in May.  The winning team went on to participate in the national competition in 
Virginia.  

 

In the areas of other adult education, WPWA conducted several programs for 120 
participants from URI, AmeriCorp volunteers, The Nature Conservancy, Groton Land Trust, 
Women in the Outdoors, and the Appalachian Mountain Club.  WPWA also sponsored a URI 
Coastal Fellow and a RI Watershed Steward over the summer and fall.   
 

NEWSLETTER, PUBLICATIONS, WEBSITE, RIVER AND HIKING GUIDES 
 

 Four quarterly issues of Watershed were published, with a total distribution of over 4000.  
Through this quarterly publication, WPWA conveys news, events, issues, and proposals that 
impact our watershed and natural resources, and has done so for the past 23 years. 
 

 The WPWA Education Program brochure was published and distributed to over 500 local 
educators, featuring field trips, lectures, explorations, classroom programs, and curriculum 
development programs available to all grade levels. 
 

 The Wood-Pawcatuck River Guide and Walks in the Watershed continue to sell at over twenty 
retail outlets throughout the area, as well as directly through WPWA.   
 

 Www.wpwa.org continues to be a source of watershed information, news and events. Over 
the past year there has also been an increase in new members who print out the online application. 
 

CAPACITY BUILDING AND WATERSHED COUNCIL MENTORING 
 

WPWA joined the Land and Water Partnership “Infrastructure Collaborative” in early 
2005. This learning network of seven member organizations-- including two watershed councils, 
two land trusts, as well as the RI Rivers Council and RI Landtrust Council, and a volunteer non-
profit consultant—was formed to develop solutions to administrative needs of small non-profit 
conservation groups. Funding from Third Sector New England, New England Grassroots 
Environmental Fund, and the RI Foundation have supported the project. Focus areas include 
database management and donor services, and combined volunteer management services. 

 

Professional educational opportunities that WPWA participated in include Dealing with 
Density Workshop at URI, the RI Land and Water Conservation Summit, RI Natural History 
Survey Poster Conference, and the RI Watershed Steward training program.  

 

With grant funds from RI Rivers Council, WPWA developed a membership recruitment 
strategy for the 2004-05 year that continues to be implemented on an ongoing basis.  The strategy 
outlined benchmarks for potential member lists, as well as quantities for membership drives.  
Although membership increases have been moderate, retention of existing members has 
improved. 

 

 
 
 
 



  FINANCIAL STATEMENT   
December 31, 2005 and 2004 

 
 
 2005 2004 
ASSETS 
 
CURRENT ASSETS 
 Checking.................................................................................... $ 1,071 $ 1,123 
 Savings  ......................................................................................  57,666  64,809 
 Investments ...............................................................................  215,488  197,994 
 Inventory ...................................................................................  2,428  2,428 
  Total current assets ...........................................................  276,653  266,354 
 
PROPERTY 
 Buildings ...................................................................................  187,724  187,724 
 Improvements ..........................................................................  158,245  158,245 
 Less accumulated depreciation ..............................................  (12,915)  (8,858) 
  Total property ...................................................................  333,054  337,111 
 
OTHER ASSETS 
 Land  ......................................................................................  146,000  146,000 
 
TOTAL ASSETS ............................................................................... $ 755,707 $ 749,465 
 
 
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
 
CURRENT LIABILITIES 
 Rental security deposit ............................................................ $ 1,250 $ 1,000 
 
NET ASSETS 
 Unrestricted 
  Designated by the trustees for long-term investment .  160,049  161,081 
  Undesignated ....................................................................  392,969  394,471 
 Temporarily restricted ............................................................  -  10,000 
 Permanently restricted ............................................................  201,439  182,913 
  Total net assets ..................................................................  754,457  748,465 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
 NET ASSETS ............................................................................. $ 755,707 $ 749,465 
 
 

See accountants’ compilation report. 
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